
Editorial
Dear Friends and Colleagues

 We are thrilled to announce the Guests of the Fair for
 Jozi Book Fair 2016, Kemang Wa Lehulere and Mohale
 Mashigo, two young artists and authors who will inspire
 peers and the public to read and to write. We encourage
 you to familiarise yourself with their work in preparation to
 converse with them at the Fair in September.

 For some time the JBF has dreamt of setting up a Jozi
 House of Literature (JHoL) to promote reading, writing, all
 art forms and freedom of expression. This month we launch
 a participatory process to include all our constituencies
 in the formation of the JHoL. A first for South Africa, we
  invite you to participate in this collective venture.

 We remind you to apply to Host events and Exhibit at the
 JBF, and we look forward to your participation to build the
movement of readers.

In Solidarity

Launch of Guests
 The JBF will launch the Guests of the Fair on Saturday, 28
 May 2016, at the House of Movements in Johannesburg.
 The Guests of the Fair are Kemang wa Lehulere, a fine
 artist and author; and Mohale Mashigo, a musician, radio
 performer, storyteller and author. The Guests are chosen
 because their values and their work reflect the aims of the
 Fair.

 Given the theme of the Fair, Youth Rising, the multi-talented
 Guests of the Fair will assist the JBF to promote reading
 amongst youth, using the multiplicity of art forms that they
 are engaged in. This will stimulate and encourage youth to
 try their hand at various art forms.

 The Launch is an opportunity for the JBF constituencies
 and the Guests to get to know each other and acquaint
 themselves with each other’s work. Throughout the year
 the JBF constituencies – schools, children, out of school
 youth and book clubs –prepare for the fair, write poetry
 and short stories, performance and reading books. They
 will also read extracts from the Guests’ books; engage
 Kemang’s visual art and Mashigo’s music hit, Hot Pink,
 amongst others. This promises to be an exciting year for
the JBF and its Guests.

Theme 2016: Youth Rising
 This year the theme of the 8th annual Fair is YOUTH
 RISING and aims to mobilise all youth, wherever they are
 – in schools, tertiary institutions, communities, churches,
 young professional, working and unemployed – to read
 and to write, to express themselves and the challenges
 they face and their proposed solutions to these problems.
 The theme coincides with the commemoration of the 40th
 anniversary of the Soweto Youth Uprising in 1976 and the
 recent #Feesmustfall movement.
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Announcements:

•	 Call	to	Public!!	Host	events	&	Exhibit	at	the	Jozi	
Book	Fair,	Deadline: 4 July 2016.

•	 Pass	on	the	Word	&	Youth	Rising	in	Jazz	with	
Keorapetse	Kgositsile	&	various	artists	(2nd	
Saturday	of	the	month)	–	a	platform	for	youth	
to	share,	engage	&	perform.	

•	 Testimonies	of	Youth	-	18	June	2016	-	for	youth	
to	commemorate	Soweto	1976	in	all	art	forms,	
Moses	Malelekwa	Arts	Centre,	Tembisa	&	25	
June,	House	of	Movements,	Jhb.		

•	 Contact	JBF:	011	336	9190;	Email:	jozibookfair@
khanyacollege.org.za	&	Facebook	&	Website:	
www.jozibookfair.org.za

•	 See	last	year’s	Fair:	https://www.youtube.com/
watch?	&	https://m.youtube.com/watch?



  Mohale Carol Mashigo or Black
Porcelain
 Mohale Carol Mashigo was born in Mapetla, Soweto, in
 1983. Mashigo is an award-winning singer/songwriter
 and won two SAMRO Wewela awards for Best Creative
 Album and Best Female Composer/Co-composer. Under
 the name Black Porcelain she got her playlists on radio
 stations in 36 countries. Her journey into the music industry
began as a singing waitress. She is also a radio
moderator.

 Mashigo’s debut novel, The Yearning was published by
 Pan Macmillan. She began writing the novel in 2006.
Mashigo told My Class:
 
 “I love telling stories… whether it’s a novel or a song.
 Before I became a writer (of songs and novels) I was a
 reader. I spent my childhood lost in books. There is no way
 you can be a writer if you do not enjoy reading. Without
 knowing it, we become better writers through the stories
we read.”

 When asked about the relationship between writing and
 music, Mashigo said:
 “Where music is a collaborative process with others,
 writing a novel is very lonely process. A song requires a
 lot of musicians to bring it to life but a novel is born in
 isolation. That may be why the editing process of the The
 Yearning was very difficult. It felt like someone was judging
my insides.”

 Mashigo named three books that ‘changed’ her life, about
 black girls and people like her: Nervous Conditions by
 Tsitsi Dangaremba, The Colour Purple by Alice Walker and
 Ways of Dying by Zakes Mda.

 The Yearning narrates the life of a young woman, Marubini,
 who works in advertising at a wine farm in cape Town. She
 enjoys life until her past starts spilling into her present.
 The Yearning is a memorable exploration of personal
 strength and courage, and the shadowy intersections
of traditional and modern worlds. http://panmacmillan.
co.za/catalogue/the-yearning/
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 Kemang Wa Lehulere
 Kemang Wa Lehulere was born in 1984 in Gugulethu, Cape
 Town.  He has a BA Fine Arts degree from the University
 of the Witwatersrand (2011). Kemang was a co-founder
 of the Gugulective (2006), an artist-led collective based
 in Cape Town, and is a founding member of the Center
 for Historical Reenactments in Johannesburg. His solo
 exhibitions have taken place internationally: Gasworks,
 London (2015); Lombard Freid Projects, New York (2013);
 Goethe-Institut, Johannesburg (2011) and the Association
 of Visual Arts in Cape Town (2009), and the Stevenson.
 He has won many awards including the Inaugural Spier
 Contemporary Award (2007), Tollman Award for Visual
 Arts (2012), 15th Baloise Art Prize at Art Basel (2013), and
First International Tiberius Art Award Dresden (2014).

 

Standard Bank Young Artist (SBYA)
 He published his book Kemang Wa Lehulere to coincide
 with the Standard Bank Young Artist Award (2015). The
 book traced his work in progress for the SBYA exhibition,
 at the National Arts Festival in Grahamstown and toured
 South Africa. The images of Wa Lehulere’s drawings,
 performances, videos and installations are interspersed
 with various texts, poetry, performance scripts and
intimate letters with his friend, Khwezi Gule (http://www.
stevenson.info/artists/walehulere.html).

 Kemang is an avid reader and his favourite books are
 Notes from the underground by Fodor Dostoevsky; Ways
 of Dying by Zakes Mda, The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga,
 The Invisible Man by Ralf Elison, Kafka on the Shore by
 Hanuki Murakami and A Thousand Splendid Suns by
Khaled Hosseini.

 Jozi House of Literature
 The JBF is preparing to make one of many dreams come
 true: the Jozi House of Literature. The aim of the JHoL is
 to develop a space that encourages people of all ages,
 but especially young people, to read the word and the
 world, through all languages and art forms and to make
 this part of everyday life.

 We are launching an inclusive process to involve all our
 constituencies to understand and define the role of the
 JHoL, what it will do, how it will operate and the best
 design. The JHoL will be located within the House of
 Movements, in Johannesburg’s Fashion District. The
 House of Movements (HoMs) has been a resource for
 communities, ngos and progressive movements, to host
 events and to rent affordable space in the city. For the
 past few years the HoMs has also been home to Khanya
 College and the various movements and constituencies
 it supports. More recently, it has expanded to become a
 hub for people living in the inner city, especially children
 and youth. On Wednesdays and Saturdays there is regular
 library reading club, drama and meditation. There is also
 a monthly poetry and jazz forums. The JHoL is therefore
already in the making.
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 The JHoL will contribute to democratise reading and
 literature, contribute to make it accessible to the majority
 of working people, especially children and youth,
 everyone, irrespective of gender and social class. In the
 same way literature can contribute to democratise the
society in which we live, and promote tolerance and non-
violent ways to resolve differences.

Monitors & Book Boxes
 Libraries are few in schools, orphan and vulnerable
 centres (OVCs) and communities, affecting the education
 of children and youth. Poor education deepens social
 divisions and traps children into poverty. The Children’s
 Gauge (2015) argues that by Grade 3 children are three
 years behind their wealthier counterparts and the gap
 increases with time. Similarly, Stats SA (2016) highlights
 the poverty conditions of most youth, who live in homes
 where the main source of income is a social grant. Youth
 also experience high unemployment (55%) linked to poor
 education.

 This JBF partner initiative is to setup book boxes and
 train library monitors in 45 schools and 13 OVCs. Two
 successful training workshops were held in March
 and April, facilitated by Nondumiso Sayo. The training
 included how to setup a book club, caring for books and
 maintaining the library book box. Students discussed the
 lack of libraries in the context of 40 years of the Soweto
 Youth Uprising, and the continued need for equity in
 education.

 This initiative will make books accessible, assist monitors
 to coordinate their book clubs, maintain book boxes and
 assist book club members to care for their books. This
 project promotes reading, develops leadership skills, and
 builds a movement of readers. The participating schools
 include Tembisa West Secondary School, Basa Protea
 Combined School, Cyrildene Primary School, JE Malepe
Secondary School and Asteri Primary School.

  Last chance! Take a Stand & Host
an Event
 The JBF has made a public call to publishers, authors,
artists, students and ngos to apply to host an event and/
 or exhibit at the Fair. Last year 6000 people visited the
 annual Fair, besides schools and children. We had 40
 NGO/Publisher exhibitors and 120 events, of which 50%
 was hosted by the public. The JBF is committed to this
 approach to build a movement of readers and writers in all
 languages, and ensure that the Fair is shaped from below,
 and reflects the interests of civil society.
 Closing deadline to apply to host events and exhibit at
JBF 2016: 4 July 2016.
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JBF creates readers & writers in all languages & 
promotes affordable publishing and books

 Jozi Book Fair wishes our patron
 and poet, James Matthews

Happy 87th Birthday.

House of Movements, South Africa (Johannesburg)


