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Editorial

Dear Comrades and Friends

We are thrilled to announce that Keorapetse ‘Bra Willie’ 
Kgositsile is a patron of the JBF. The JBF chooses patrons 
from amongst those whose life’s work and activism has 
been in solidarity with struggles for human liberation. Bra 
Willie is a renown Black Arts activist and South Africa’s 
National Poet Laureate. He will host a programme of 
poetry and writing workshops for young people called 
!!Pass on the Word!! 

The JBF’s theme this year is YOUTH RISING, to deepen 
the reading and writing culture in all languages, to highlight 
the position of youth, and mobilise youth to actively 
engage the society in which they live and act. Kgositsile 
brings to our youth, his vast experience as poet, writer, 
performer and social activist. The programme promotes 
intergenerational dialogue and support, to critically ‘pass 
on the word’ and assist youth to realise their talents. 

Kgositsile’s poetry is timeless and resonates with the 
challenges raised in the recent #Rhodesmustfall & 
#Feesmustfall student-workers struggles; and this year’s 
40th anniversary of the 1976 Youth Uprisings. Our youth 
need to know his work, and we need to know his work, to 
know ourselves! 

For poets, poetry lovers and social activists, this is an 
opportunity and a programme not to be missed!
In solidarity

!!Pass on the Word!!! 
With Keorapetse Kgositsile
As a Patron of the JBF Keorapetse Kgositsile will host 
!!Pass on the Word!!! – the programme underpins JBF’s 
theme, YOUTH RISING. The programme will support 
young people to read and write, to perform and to publish 
their work, and to read the word and the world.  The 
Programme includes:

•	 A Monthly Poetry Forum, every 2nd Saturday of the 
month from 12-4pm. Launch: Saturday, 12 March at 
Khanya College. The public are welcome.

•	 Two 2-day Writing Workshops onn 13-14 April & 11-12 
May for select young writers. These two consecutive 
workshops are limited to 15 people only. Complete 
the Application Form on the JBF website: Deadline: 
15 March 2016.

•	 A special collection of poetry arising from this 
programme, !!Pass on the Word!!! will be published in 
time for the annual Fair in September this year.

•	 Poetry Performance: !!Pass on the Word!!! will take 
place at the Fair 

While the programme is prioritises the participation of 
youth, people of all ages are encourage to participate to 
read the word and the world. 

Announcements
!! Pass on the Word!!! - programme for young people 
with Keorapetse Kgositsile.
# Monthly [2nd Saturday] Poetry Forum: Launch 
on Saturday, 12 March 2016, 12-4pm. Venue: 123 
Pritchard Street, House of Movements. 
# Two 2-day writing workshops for young writers on 
13-14 April & 11-12 May. See website for Application 
form. Deadline for all applications: 15 March.
# 8th Jozi Book Fair, 1-4 September 2016, Science 
Stadium, Wits University.
# Competitions open to JBF partner schools only: 
•	 Schools Short Story Competition,    

Deadline: 15 May 2016 & 
•	 Schools Poster Competition, Deadline: 3 August 

2016.
# For information about JBF: Facebook and website: 
www.jozibookfair.org.za
# Contact JBF: 011-3369190 or email: jozibookfair@
khanyacollege.org.za

Special Edition

JBF PATRON:  hosts 
!!PASS on the WORD!!!



THE POETRY of Black Arts 
Activist & Poet Laureate 
KEORAPETSE ‘BRA WILLIE’ 
KGOSITSILE

Poetry Extracts to whet your appetite and join Pass on 
the Word!!

RANDOM NOTES TO MY SON

Beware, my son, words

that carry the loudnesses

of blind desire also carry

the slime of illusion

dripping like pus from the slave’s battered back

e.g. they speak of black power whose eyes

will not threaten the quick whitening of their own intent

what days will you inherit?

what shadows inhabit your silences?

I have aspired to expression, all these years,

elegant past the most eloquent word. But here now

our tongue dries into maggots as we continue our slimy

death and grin. Except today it is fashionable to scream

of pride and beauty as though it were not known that

‘slaves and dead people have no beauty’

Confusion

in me and around me

confusion. This pain was

not from the past. This pain was

not because we had failed

to understand:

this land is mine

confusion and borrowed fears

it was. We stood like shrubs

shrivelled on this piece of earth

the ground parched and cracked

through the cracks my cry:

And what shapes

in assent and ascent

must people the eye of newborn

determined desire know

no frightened tear ever rolls on

to	the	elegance	of	fire.	I	have

fallen with all the names I am

but the newborn eye, old as

childbirth, must touch the day

that, speaking my language, will

say, today we move, we move ?

From: If I Could Sing (Kwela, SA)

Remember in baton boot and bullet ritual

The bloodhounds of Monster Vorster wrote

SOWETO over the belly of my land

with the indelible blood of infants

So the young are no longer young

Not that they demand a hasty death[5]

There is nothing like art—in the oppressor’s sense of art. 
There is only movement. Force. Creative power. The walk 
of Sophiatown tsotsi or my Harlem brother on Lenox 
Avenue. Field Hollers. The Blues. A Trane riff. Marvin Gaye 
or mbaqanga. Anguished happiness. Creative power, 
in whatever form it is released, moves like the dancer’s 
muscles.[10]

From Dawn

Rhythm it is we

walk to against the evil

of monsters who try to kill the Spirit

It is the power of this song

that colors our every act

as we move from the oppressor-made gutter

Gut it is will move us from the gutter

It is the rhythm of guts

blood-black, granite hard

and	flowing	like	the	river	or	the	mountains

It is the rhythm of the unchained Spirit

will	put	fire	in	our	hands

to blaze our way

to clarity to power

to the rebirth of real men......

Copyright 1971, reprinted by permission of Broadside 
Press
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ANGUISH LONGER THAN 
SORROW

If destroying all the maps known

would erase all the boundaries

from the face of this earth

I would say let us

make	a	bonfire

to reclaim and sing

the human person

Refugee is an ominous load

even for a child to carry

for some children

words like home

could not carry any possible meaning

but

displaced

border

refugee

must carry dimensions of brutality and terror

past the most hideous nightmare

anyone could experience or imagine

Empty their young eyes

deprived of a vision of any future

they should have been entitled to

since they did not choose to be born

where and when they were

Empty their young bellies

extended and rounded by malnutrition

and growling like the well-fed dogs of some 

with pretensions to concerns about human rights

violations

Can you see them now

stumble from nowhere

to no

where

between

nothing

and

nothing

Consider

the premature daily death of their young dreams

what staggering memories frighten and abort

the hope that should have been

an indelible inscription in their young eyes

Perhaps

I should just borrow

the rememberer’s voice again

while I can and say:

to have a home is not a favour

!!Pass on the Word!!! With 
Keorapetse Kgositsile

As a Patron of the JBF Keorapetse Kgositsile will host 
!!Pass on the Word!!! – a programme underpins JBF’s 
theme, YOUTH RISING. The programme will support 
young people to read and write, to perform and to publish 
their work, and to read the word and the world. 

!!Pass on the Word!! represents the power of ‘the Word’, 
over centuries, internationally, in Africa and South Africa, 
to raise awareness, to educate, to clarify and convey 
ideas, to debate, to be compassionate and to exercise 
agency and social action. The power of ‘the word’ 
cultivates tolerance and non-violence.

The artist/author is positioned in the world and cannot 
be free in the midst social inequality, refugees, violence, 
where people cannot read and write and where speaking 
particular languages are prohibited.

Pass on the Word!!! is therefore positioned to encourage 
intergenerational dialogue within a social context, to 
critically ‘pass on’ the continuity of experience, memory 
and struggle against all forms of social inequities and to 
seek ‘new words and ways’ from a new generation.
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Professor Keorapetse 
Kgositsile: A JBF Patron

We are honoured that Black Arts Activist and legendary 
poet, Professor Keorapetse Kgositsile, is a patron of 
the JBF. Kgositsile joins the ranks of writer, playwright, 
composer and painter, Zakes Mda, to promote the aims 
of the JBF through their work and activism. 

Born on 19 September 1938 in Johannesburg, Kgositsile 
attended Matabane High School and worked for the New 
Age newspaper. In exile he became a founding member of 
the Black Arts Movement in the USA, an important poet 
activist.

Kgositsile is South Africa’s National Poet Laureate. 
Kgositsile has taught at a number of universities in the 
United States and in Africa including the University 
of Denver, Wayne State University, the University of 
California at Los Angeles (UCLA), and the universities of 
Dar es Salaam, Nairobi, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia, 
and Fort Hare.

Kgositsile has worked in various structures and 
departments of the African National Congress (ANC).  In 
exile he was a founding member of ANC Departments (Arts 
& Culture and Education).  He was also the Chairperson 
of the Regional Political Committee in Zimbabwe.  In 
Botswana he worked in the underground structures of 
the Political/Military Council (PMC).  He was a founding 
member of the ANC Veterans League and was a member 
of the ANC National Centenary Task Team. 

Kgositsile is one of the most internationally acclaimed and 
widely published South African poets.  Some of his work 
has been translated into many languages.  His poetry 
collections include My Name is Afrika, The Present is a 
Dangerous Place to Live, Heartprints, When the Clouds 
Clear, To the Bitter End, If I Could Sing, This Way I Salute 
You.  He has been the recipient of a number of literary 
awards including the Gwendolyn Brooks Poetry Prize, 
the Harlem Cultural Council Poetry Award, the Conrad 
Kent Rivers Memorial Poetry Award, the Herman Charles 
Bosman Prize.  In 2008 he was awarded the National 
Order of Ikhamanga: Silver (OIS).  He was awarded the 
degree Doctor of Literature and Philosophy (DLitt et Phil) 
(honoris causa) by the University of South Africa (UNISA) 
in 2012.

About the JBF

The JBF is a project of Khanya College, a social justice 
organisation. The JBF was formed in 2009 to respond 
to the deepening poverty, unemployment and social 
inequality reproduced by the weak culture of reading and 
writing in all languages. The JBF is committed to building 
a movement of readers and writers from all walks of life, 
to read the word and the world and to exercise their social 
agency for the common good of all. 

Last year the JBF held a successful annual fair at Wits 
University, that has become an educational and cultural 
festival. A record 6 000 people attended 120 activities, 
from 11-13 September 2015 excluding the Schools and 
Children’s programmes. Activities included a Literary 
programme (book launches, conversations with authors, 
seminars and roundtable debates); NGO and publisher 
exhibitors, Live Jazz, Theatre, and Films. Book sales were 
also high. View last year’s fair on youtube: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=UHL-hvd1ylg

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=VehcG7wUwvY

The JBF patrons are role model authors and artists who 
promote social justice through their work and their social 
activism. The JBF’s platform is diverse, to build tolerance 
and citizenship. Besides the annual fair, the JBF runs 
programmes throughout the year for Readers, Writers, 
Children and Book Clubs. For more information please 
visit: www.jozibookfair.org.za
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