
Welcome to JBF 2017!! 
Dear All
Welcome to the 9th Jozi Book Fair to be held from 
Thursday to Saturday, 31August to Saturday, 3 September 
2017, Mary Fitzgerald Square and our theme, Women and 
Literature! 

Thank you for making 2016 a great success. The JBF 
has travelled an exciting path since the first fair in 2009 
at Museum Africa. We are a distinct fair, curated by 
the public and the reader we work with throughout the 
year. Almost 60% of events at the JBF is hosted by the 
public and participants are from schools, orphanages, 
squatter camps, NGOs, universities, social movements 
and townships. Deadline to exhibit/host at JBF is 18 June 
2017. 

The Fair is FREE because we believe that reading is a 
human right, to be enjoyed by all and to enrich society. 
The fair promotes all art forms, literature, roundtable 
debates, theatre, poetry, film and jazz. 

We encourage you to enjoy this year’s theme and to 
understand through literature and the arts, the position 
(black) women in South Africa. Interesting, the first black 
woman writer/poet, Phyllis Wheatley, a slave, published 
her book in 1772.

Join the movement and host events related to women and 
the arts 

Best wishes 
Maria van Driel

JBF Theme: Women & Literature
The theme, Women and Literature, aims to mobilise 
women of all ages and walks of life, especially black 
(generic) women in cities, rural areas, workplaces, 
schools, churches and communities, to participate in 
reading, writing and the arts. 

We need to contextualise literature and the arts within 
South Africa’s history to understand the different realities 
of black and white women (and people in general). in 
terms of colour, class, gender and language. 

The theme enables us to understand women as readers, 
writers, artists and citizens in South Africa (and beyond). 
Historically, in many societies, writing and the arts was 
the domain of men only. Women were excluded to care 
for children, households and husbands. Men wrote about 
women, and decided what they should do and how they 
should live, literature, art and society. 

In South Africa and internationally, working class and 
black women, continue to struggle to access education, 
to participate in public life and to become writers. The 
thematic focus enables us to engage this history through 
literature and the arts in preparation for the Festival. 

A question that arises: is there a difference in the way 
in which male/female writers, black/ white, interpret the 
world and the roles they assign to women and black 
women in their stories? How are mothers, daughters and 
wives portrayed? How is tradition and culture reproduced 
in stories through the women characters? Do the women 
have agency, are they free to exercise their power, if so 
how? Do women relate to each other? For instance, what 
is the relationship of mothers and daughter (see poem on 
Backpage); what is the relationship between fathers and 
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daughters? How do mother-in-laws relate to daughter-in-
laws? What is the attitude of male and female characters 
to patriarchy (male dominance)? 

In democratic South Africa, while all women have rights 
but black and white women experience different living 
conditions. How are black and white women represented 
in post apartheid literature, by both women and men? 

These and other issues will make for interesting reading 
and analysis and we will circulate a list of books to be 
discussed at the JBF in September. We encourage you to 
share your book reviews on books for publication in My 
Class
 

Take a Stand! EXHIBIT & HOST 
Events @ JBF
The JBF has a steady number of publishers/NGO 
exhibitors. In 2016 there were 46 exhibitors, the majority 
were small and self-publishers. Exhibitors indicate that 
book sales have grown consistently, this is significant in a 
country with a weak culture of reading and a small niche 
market. We encourage exhibitors to stock affordable 
books in English and indigenous languages to develop a 
book buying culture. Even after the Fair, publishers sold 
books and hosted book launches. 

To build on this momentum, together with 2016 exhibitors, 
the JBF will host two workshops in June and July 2017 to 
assist small publishers to network and market their work. 
Deadline to EXHIBIT and/or Host Events at the JBF, is 18 
June 2017. See website for Application Forms.

Joburg City: A Partnership to 
reduce social inequality
The 9th JBF takes place in partnership with the City of 
Joburg. Since 2002 Khanya College has partnered with the 
City: we mobilised civil society to transform the municipal 
compounds into a heritage site, the Workers Museum, to 
remember the millions of black workers who built Joburg 
and this country’s wealth. In 2011 we hosted the Closed 
Constructions Exhibition on migrant workers in Joburg. 

The first Jozi Book Fair was held at Museum Africa in 2009 
and since then the Fair has grown and creates readers 
and writers throughout the year. 

The JBF is thrilled that the Fair will be Newtown, the city’s 
cultural hub. We hope the City will take the JBF’s aims to 
heart: to deepen the culture of reading and writing in all 
South Africa’s languages so we can mobilise a movement 
of readers and end social inequality, upgrade skills, create 
jobs and build tolerance. This will ensure that Joburg is 
culturally and economically sustainable. 

Black women & City of Joburg? 
Mary Fitzgerald Square is named after the country’s first 
woman trade unionist. She was born in Ireland in 1890 
and came to South Africa as a typist for the British Army. 
She worked with the (white) Mine Workers Union, and in 
1921 became the first woman on the Joburg City Council. 
In 1939 the Square, the location of many labour strikes, 
was named after her. 

There are many questions about the history of Joburg and 
role of black women (generically) in the city. Where were 
the black women, what were there conditions, what did 
they do and did they participate in public life? 

While much of this country’s history is still untold and 
unknown, the theme provides a challenge to research the 
lives of black women in Joburg and the country. Knowing 
our histories contributes to the struggle against social 
inequality. If you have stories and books about black 
women and the history and development of Joburg, 
please inform My Class.

A Book Fair in every town & city! 
While social inequality in South Africa is historically 
rooted, it is reinforced by poor education, few libraries, 
prohibitively expensive books, publisher monopolies and 
few booksellers in townships. The JBF believes that we 
should mobilise civil society to host book festivals in 
each town and city where people of all ages can tell their 
stories, read and enjoy the arts.



This enables all community members, children, youth and 
all local organisations  to participate, including stokvels 
and churches etc. In this way literacy in all languages and 
cultures can emerge ‘from below’, from the majority. 

The problems with traditional book fairs and literary 
festivals in the context of South African inequality is that 
they are elitist, entrance fees are expensive and effectively 
exclude the majority and their indigenous languages. 
Similarly, just hosting a literary fair in a black township 
does not necessarily deepen a reading culture. We need 
to create readers on a daily basis and after 20 years after 
democracy it is time to orient to the masses.

Khanya Community Centre serves 
Joburg inner city
After more than 20 years of democracy, the city of 
Joburg still has few opportunities for social and cultural 
enjoyment for the majority. This is because of limited 
historical redress, poverty, poor support from government 
for the arts and poor public transport to the city. Besides 
banks and businesses, the inner city is home to many but 
there are no accessible recreational facilities.

In this context Khanya Community Centre, the House of 
Movements, provides the following facilities and support 
to inner city children and youth:
* Wednesdays: Reading & Writing support, Library 
Facilities, Homework Support, Art class and Games. 
Youth are also treated to a snack lunch,
* Saturdays: Games, Meditation, Library Facilities, Reading 
& Homework Support. Youth also receive a snack lunch. 
* The Centre has a cosy Theatre to host plays and movies; 
a Computer & Internet Centre for training and development 
and Jozi’s first House of Literature in the making.  
Encourage children, youth, women and workers to 
participate in activities at the Centre.

Book Review

Title: Strikes Have Followed Me All My Life
Author: Emma Mashinini/ Publisher: Pan Macmillan

“This book will serve as a living memory of the evil of 
the apartheid regime.” 

This is a gripping story of the life of Emma Mashinini, one 
of South Africa’s leading union organisers and gender-
rights activists. This book is highly recommended to 
understand black women’s role in South Africa.

Mashinini grew up in Sophiatown and worked in a textile 
factory. She was elected as a shop steward and was also 
a supervisor at a clothing factory. She was a founder of 



the Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers’ Union of 
South Africa (CCAWUSA), today called SACCAWU. 

Mashinini shows how poor black women workers struggled 
under apartheid. In one incident, six PEP store women 
workers were dismissed for refusing to be stripped naked 
by their manageress when doing inspections. 
She was arrested in 1981 and held in solitary confinement 
at Pretoria Central Prison for six months where she lost 
her teeth, experienced bladder problems and memory 
loss. In prison she recalls not remembering her daughter’s 
name.
By Precious Rajane

First Black woman (poet) 
published
Despite the odds, the first black woman writer published 
her book of poetry in 1773 and she was a slave. 

Phyllis Wheatley was born in 1753, in West Africa, either 
in today’s Gambia or Senegal. She was sold as a slave at 
the age of 7 and taken to North America. In Boston, the 
Wheatley family bought her, and gave her their name. 

The Wheatley’s taught Phyllis to read and write and this 
was usual as slaves were forbidden, on pain of death, 
to read. Phyllis was highly educated, extraordinary for 
women in general. By the age of 12 she read Greek and 
Latin classics and the Bible. By the age of 14 she wrote her 
first poem. The Wheatley’s supported Phyllis’ education 
and gave her household chores to other slaves.

In 1773 Wheatley published her Poems on Various Subjects, 
Religious and Moral and became famous in England and 
in the American colonies. This was one hundred years 
before the first white woman, Olive Schreiner, published 
her book in South Africa in 1883. Wheatley also made a 
living from writing and used her pen to oppose slavery 
(see her poem below). President George Washington 
praised her poetry and her style of writing. 

After her master John Wheatley died, Phyllis was 
emancipated. She married John Peters and had three 
children. Phyllis died in 1784 shortly after her husband 
was imprisoned for debt.

 On being brought from Africa to America 

 ‘Twas mercy brought me from my Pagan land,
 Taught my benighted soul to understand That  
 there’s a God, that there’s a Saviour too: Once  
 I redemption neither sought nor knew. Some view
 our sable race with scornful eye, “Their colour is  
 a diabolic die.” Remember, Christians, Negros,   
 black as Cain, May be refin’d, and join th’ angelic  
 train

I NEVER WANTED DAUGHTERS
[Mother’s Voice]
By Kenyan Poet, Shailja Patel

Three times in my life I’ve sliced my heart open on an
S-shaped curved. The first was Shruti – the child they told
me I would never have. Shruti means “divine revelation”
And she was. Our gift from Mataji.

Then Shailja. Named for Parvati, the flowering of stone
in temples, the cave paintings of the goddess in Sri
Lanka. No wonder she became an artist.

Finally Sneha. Beloved.

You never forget the pain of childbirth. It’s something
no one can imagine. Your heart is never whole again
once you have a daughter.

I never wanted daughters. Women are never safe. My
daughters make me so angry! They keep seeking out
danger. After everything we’ve done for their security,
they reject us. They choose the hardest, worst, most
dangerous things.
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