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MY CLASS
Announcements 
Jozi Book Fair will be hosting 2 events during the 
National Book Week event which will focus on 
two of the main objectives of Jozi Book Fair.

Both events will be taking place on Saturday 11 
September in Breakaway Room 1 on level 2

Africa One children read1. 
13:00 - 14:00 PM
Children that have been participating in 
short story writing workshops from the 
Africa One project will read a selection 
of their own short stories. Jozi Book fair 
has been working with this project which 
focuses on grade 7 learners from Soweto.

Study groups and organised readers2. 
14:30 - 15:30 PM
This session will focus on how to set up 
study groups, exploring the importance of 
organised readers in the development of 
a culture of reading in South Africa.

See you there!

Editorial
T he National Book Week, which runs from the 6th to 

the 13th September, is long overdue. Its hosting is 
testimony to the need to take urgent steps to deal with 

what is now a serious crisis in South Africa’s education 
and culture. South Africa cannot continue to boast the best 
constitution in the world and the best civil liberties, if it allows 
a situation in which only a tiny minority of its population can 
enjoy the fruits and benefits of modern culture and civilisa-
tion. 

As Jozi Book Fair welcomes the first edition of National 
Book Week, we need to remain critical and engaged with 
the need for a real struggle for access to reading, to books, to 
knowledge and to the time to enjoy these essential ingredients 
of a free and democratic country. We need to constantly ask 
ourselves the question of what promoting a culture of reading 
entails. We need to be courageous and ask uncomfortable 
and sometimes ‘dangerous’ questions concerning the state we 
are in. How did it come to pass that 16 years after democracy 
we are only now giving reading the national profile it 
deserves? How will we ensure that reading and writing does 
not fall off the national agenda, as it so often happens when 
structural adjustment become a national policy choice? Dare 
we confront the inequality in our society that lies at the heart of 
the crisis in the culture of reading?

The legacy that the National Book Week will leave us 
depends on our ability to confront and answer these questions. 
Jozi Book Fair commits itself to walk with all who are committed 
to answering this call to battle.

Jozi Book Fair wishes the National Book Development 
Council a successful National Book Week.

Oupa Lehulere

Director – Jozi Book Fair

Jozi Book Fair  2010 
Event Review
By Molefe Pilane

The successful second edition of  Jozi Book Fair 2010 
took place from 7 – 9 August at Museum Africa in Newton, 
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Johannesburg.  The fair attracted over 60 exhibitors, 23 being 
repeat exhibitors and 37 new consisting mainly of small 
publishers, NGO’s and book sellers.

There were over 80 panelists who participated in the vibrant 
programme of the book fair with various events including round 
table discussions, workshops, book launches, conversations 
& readings, encounters and the children’s programmes. The 
panelists profiles included world renowned political activists,  
satirists, illustrators and cartoonists, poets, playwrights, 
musicians, writers, leading investigative journalists, social 
campaigners, novelists, researchers and lecturers, graphic 
designers and illustrators, newspaper editors, film makers, 
political activists, political economists and indigenous language 
writers, etc 

Jozi Book Fair 2010 was honoured to host Lindsey Collen, 
a Mauritius based activist and author as the guest of the book 
fair.  Collen has won the Common Wealth Writers Prize twice 
and was short listed for the Orange Prize for her various 
fiction titles which are based on the socio-political issues in 
Mauritanian society. Lindsey launched her latest book Malaria 
Man and Her Neighbours at the fair. She also shared crucial 
advanced the cause of Creole literature, and her organisation 
won the UNESCO prize in recognition of this.

We also hosted Finish and Sami author IMA, whose work 
in indigenous language writing and preservation in Finland 
is exemplary. Sami is an endangered language that has less 
than 100 000 speakers to date.

Jozi Book Fair 2010 also attracted organised readers in 
the form of study groups from Soweto like Letsele la Thuto and 
Spruitview Library Book Club from Ekhuruleni. Jozi Book Fair 
2010 was a great improvement from  2009  and the 2011 
event promises to be even better. 

By Nerisha Baldevu

After Jozi Book Fair 2010 ran a vox pop with our exhibitors 
at the fair in order to get a sense of their experience of the 
fair, it became clear to us that a platform was needed wherein 
we could engage with all our stakeholders and friends on the 
nature of Jozi Book Fair, our aims and objectives as well as 
strategies to improve our future delivery of the fair. Jozi Book 
Fair will have 3 key round table discussions to tackle these 
issues.

Exhibitors Roundtable

T his roundtable among other things, aims to analyse the 
nature of the publishing terrain as it is currently struc-
tured, the book buying and reading patterns in South 

Africa, the relationship between the small publisher and their 
writers and readers, and, against this backdrop, the question 
of the sustainability of the status quo. Together with the exhibi-

From the world of 
books: Jozi Book Fair 
Roundtables

tors, the JBF team hopes to chart a way forward for the annual 
Jozi Book Fair as a fair for readers, writers and small publish-
ers.

Indigenous Language Publishing Roundtable

J ozi Book Fair 2010 only attracted three indigenous lan-
guage publishers to exhibit. After 16 years of democ-
racy indigenous languages in SA still struggle to make 

an impact in the world of books. This can be partly attributed 
to the ongoing structural weaknesses within the book trade, 
and this includes the issue of distribution of indigenous lan-
guage books. This roundtable discussion will explore the chal-
lenges within this sector, as well as to develop strategies for 
development.

Children’s Literature Roundtable

T his discussion will explore the state of children’s literature 
in South Africa. Who is writing what for South African 
children? Are these books relevant to their lives and 

how do ordinary children access and relate to these books? 
Jozi Book Fair hopes to engage childrens book publishers in 
a discussion about how to create a vibrant culture of reading 
amongst SA children, and ultimately developing young writ-
ers.

Confirmed dates and venues for these discussions will 
be announced in upcoming editions of My Class so keep 
reading.

Culture vultures
By Thobile Disemelo

R esearch shows that the more often babies and very 
young children are exposed to stories, pictures and 
books the easier they find the process of learning to 

read and write when they get to school. Alarmingly, 90 percent 
of young children in South Africa have no access to any books 
at all. Many children grow up in homes where parents are not 
literate. Not only are these children far less likely to have access 
to books, but they are not immersed in a culture of reading 
where literacy is modelled as a meaningful activity from an 
early age. They are also deeply disadvantaged because there 
are so few books written for very young children in their own 
language and with illustrations from their own context.
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Young learner enjoying reading at the Jozi Book Fair 2010

There is a myriad of pro literacy and promotion of a culture 
of reading campaigns and projects in South Africa all claiming 
to be dedicated to the eradication of literacy and the promotion 
of a “love” for reading. The majority of these initiatives spend a 
lot of time mobilizing others to donate books to needy township 
schools and they host fun days to encourage disadvantaged 
children to read-and love it.

Although their intentions may be honourable, these 
philanthropic initiatives are not sustainable and fail to address 
the real challenges to the culture of reading in South Africa. 
A culture of reading cannot be dealt with effectively without 
addressing issues of poverty, book distribution, pricing of 
books, lack of mobility and access, alliterate parents and 
teachers and a general lack of equity in the book industry. 

Until such time as when we start to redress the gross 
imbalances of socio economic power relations in this country, 
and actually get down to the business of putting in place a 
social infrastructure that can support a culture of reading in 
townships such as fully functioning community and school 
libraries, material that is relevant and accessible to the general 
population and a general improvement of the quality of life 
of township dwellers, these projects will continue to feel 
suspiciously phony, albeit they occupy this space.

Between Two Worlds
By Thobile Disemelo

W ritten in 1960 but only published in 1975 under the 
forced title of “Muriel in the Metropolis”, Between 
Two Worlds is a fictionalized autobiography of 

Miriam Tlali which details her working experiences as a Black 
woman in apartheid South Africa. The novel explores the rela-
tionship between black and white South Africans in the work-
place. Tlali also mirrors the oppression and exploitation of 
Black people and how the apartheid regime maintained and 
applied its race laws. This literature, called in some quarters 
“protest fiction,” was written with the express aim of expos-
ing the evils of the apartheid system and raising the political 
consciousness and confidence of the black people of South 
Africa. As Tlali herself has stated in numerous interviews, her 
work is a deliberate tool of the art of exposition. 

In the novel Muriel, the main character, details her daily 
working experiences in a furniture and electronics store. 
She is exposed to an environment which actually becomes 
a microcosm of life in South Africa. The grossly unequal 
relationships between black and white people are explored in 
an insightful manner. . This book is a great exploration of the 
physical, emotional and psychological effects of race relations 
in the workplace on the black working class during the old 
regime.

Between Two Worlds is testimony to Miriam Tlali’s struggle 
to assert herself and her literary work in a space that was, and 
still is to some degree, oppressive of black writers who write 
about the true nature of the Black working class experience 
in South Africa. Through self publishing Tlali has managed to 
maintain the authenticity and dignity of her work. I recommend 
this book to anyone who seeks a clearer understanding of the 
history of labour relations, early formations of black feminism 
and black consciousness in South Africa.

The Jozi Book Fair 
Project
By Nerisha Baldevu

J ozi Book Fair is a project of Khanya College with the 
primary objective of building a culture of reading and 
writing in South Africa. The purpose of the Jozi Book 

Fair project is to contribute to meeting the challenges facing 
post-apartheid South Africa through a strong culture of read-
ing and writing that will:

Contribute to employment creation by stimulating pub-•	
lishing by small publishers in particular

Provide space for the development of a new generation •	
of writers

Contribute to employment creation by the creating a •	
strong skills base in the country

Promote democracy by creating a strong base for civic •	
participation 
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Noting the enormity of the task, Khanya College is 
approaching it through a range of different interventions.

The annual Jozi Book Fair
The overall objective of the Jozi Book Fair is to provide a 

public and visible platform where three key social partners in 
the promotion of a culture of reading and writing can come 
together. These social partners are:

readers a. in the form of the general public and spe-
cific constituencies with this broad public, 

writers and authorsb. , in particular emerging new writ-
ers, and

publishersc.  – in particular small and emerging pub-
lishers 

The creating of a common meeting space for all the partners 
is seen as crucial in strengthening small publishers, creating a 
market for writers, and in creating an opportunity for readers 
to signal to authors and publishers the kinds of stories they are 
interested in. The JBF project’s overall purpose is therefore to 
create a continuous cycle in which each of the parties reinforce 
each other and create a strong reading and writing culture.

The Readers Project
Research indicates that only 1% of the South African 

population actually buys books. JBF recognises that the legacy 
of apartheid education has left a population that does not 
enjoy reading of all kinds, and struggles with reading. There 
is, nonetheless, a steadily growing network of study groups, 
study circles and book clubs. These groups of readers are said 
to number in the thousands, and there is a growing number of 
them in the townships. The JBF intends to target these circles 
for its education and development programme which entails 
reading workshops, book launches, meet the author sessions, 
reading and storytelling sessions, and a readathon competition. 
The readers project will also undertake a programme of setting 
up reading circles in communities and high schools.

As part of this project, JBF has, since its inception, been 
engaged in a process of meeting with libraries in  Johannesburg 
to establish working relations. Libraries have a role to play in 
the development of  a culture of reading that extends beyond 
providing access to relevant reading material. The Jozi Book 
Fair’s engagement with libraries has the following objectives:

To encourage libraries to use the space provided by the •	
Fair to raise their profiles and inform the public of their 
reading programmes and resources;

To establish relations with libraries that allows the Jozi •	
Book Fair project to use the spaces in libraries for book 
launches, conversations with authors, writing workshops 
and reading group meetings

To establish links with reading circles and book clubs •	
that are associated with particular libraries.

To raise the profile of libraries as spaces where com-•	
munity members can access resources that expand their 
knowledge and builds their ability to engage with the 
world around them.

The Writers Project
Reading groups and study circles assist in developing the 

theoretical and analytical skills of its members. The ability to 
write is essential to entrenching these skills. As such, JBF will 
run a range of writing skills workshops – both creative and 
non-fiction, host conversations between published writers and 
emerging writers, produce newsletters that publish the writings 
of these emerging writers, and publish the book reviews and 
writings of the various reading groups on our website.

The Small Publishers Project
South Africa has a significant and growing number of small 

publishers. Many of these have no large office infrastructure 
and permanent staffing, and they struggle against the odds 
to publish books, journals and other materials. There is also 
growing interest in self-publishing as access to the Internet and 
its various platform grown. Over and above providing access 
to exhibition space at the annual Jozi Book Fair, the JBF project 
will support these small publishers in a variety of ways. These 
include seminars, discussion and workshops on issues affecting 
small publishers such as distribution, marketing and financial 
management. The project is also in the process of setting up 
the Jozi Bookshop as a point of distribution for small publishers, 
and profile small publishers at various international events.

Through these various interventions, Jozi Book Fair, with the 
relevant constituencies, will build a strong culture of reading 
and writing in South Africa.


