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MY CLASS
Mother Tongue 
Literature & Publishing 
Workshop
By Searatoa van Driel

M other tongue and indigenous language literature 
and publishing face many challenges and opposi-
tion, but it is possible to create a culture of read

ing indigenous languages. This is true on a global scale.

In Finland, the fact that Sami people are a very small 
percentage of the population and the language itself is spoken 
by even less people has of course affected published literature 
of the language. In Mauritius, the indigenous language of 
Kreole has often been demeaned to a dialect branching 
from French (Mauritius being a former French colony) and 
this has perpetuated the attitude towards it being inferior 
and substandard. This has meant that most of the Mauritian 
population has not been able to access literature up until now. 
South Africa bears the legacy left by apartheid and there has 
not been a concerted effort to encourage and promote the 
publishing and writing of African languages since 1994. 
There is still a preference towards English literature and thus the 
South African publishing industry caters mainly to an English-
speaking audience. 

The workshop did not only address the challenges and issues 
that publishing of mother tongue and indigenous language 
publishing, but also sought to provide solutions and ways 
forward in terms of making indigenous language literature and 
publishing more accessible to the people who speak these 
languages. 

What has become clear through this workshop is that 
government support and co-operation through funding and 
other resources is not entirely necessary and that the promotion 
of indigenous language publishing and literature should be 
approached in a wholly creative way from a grassroots level. 
What this workshop provided was insight into how South 
Africa can tackle the serious issue we are presently facing. 

Editorial
Thanks for 2010 and see you in 2011!

When you read this edition of My Class it will be the last 
day of the Jozi Book Fair. This second edition of the Jozi Book 
Fair was one step forward from the 2009 edition. The number 
of exhibitors rose, and more authors signed up for events at 
the fair. The second edition also showed that as partners in the 
book fair – the Jozi Book Fair organisers, the exhibitors, and 
authors new and established – we have some way to travel 
towards meeting our goal of a book fair for readers, writers 
and small publishers. These challenges range from marketing 
issues, improving logistics, better utilisation of the space we 
have, to a better mobilisation of the broader reading public to 
attend the book fair. The Jozi Book Fair Team will be engaging 
exhibitors, authors and readers on the further development and 
improvement of the Jozi Book Fair.

The Jozi Book Fair partnership also faces a number of other 
challenges that go beyond the Book Fair event itself. Among 
these is the challenge of creating a broader reading public. 
In South Africa only 1% of the population buys and reads 
books. In the coming months Jozi Book Fair will be engaged 
in a number of programmes in schools, universities, townships 
and various other institutions to promote reading, writing and 
publishing. For these programmes to succeed requires that 
the relationships and networks formed in the Jozi Book Fair 
are consolidated and extended, and that joint interventions to 
promote a culture of reading between small publishers, authors 
and the Jozi Book Fair are developed.

As we look forward toward Jozi Book Fair 2011, to be 
held on the first weekend of August, we take stock of both the 
immediate interventions that need to be made to improve Jozi 
Book Fair, and the medium-term interventions we need to make 
to create a strong foundations for a culture of reading, and 
therefore for a more successful Jozi Book Fair in the coming 
years.

As you head out into probably the most difficult economic 
terrain the publishing sector has seen for the last two decades, 
Jozi Book Fair wishes you well for the coming year, and looks 
forward to seeing you at Jozi Book Fair 2011.

Enjoy the last day Jozi Book Fair 2010!

Oupa Lehulere

Director, Jozi Book Fair
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Encounters: Literature 
Meets Photography
By Searatoa van Driel

A rt in one form and expression has many a time inspired 
and motivated other forms and expressions of art, 
illustrating that these art forms are more related to 

each other than what is usually thought. What the Jozi Book 
Fair events ‘Encounters’ has sought to explore is how literature 
as a specific art form has inspired and interacted with other 
art forms. 

The Encounters event that featured Inger-Mari Aikio-Arianaick 
(IMA), explored how IMA wrote poetry to photographs given 
to her by a Hungarian photographer. 

The photographs were of the Finnish landscape; nature 
and wildlife, images IMA was already familiar with. The 
images were stunningly beautiful with the use of light being 
a strong component in the choice of composition in each 
photograph. What IMA aimed to do and succeeded in doing 
was taking the physical composition of these photographs 
and transforming them into poetry that related to the human 
experience, thus making these photographs more striking and 
also more accessible. 

This process which IMA undertook took several months to 
complete.  IMA admitted to some photographs immediately 
resonating with her, and the poem to accompany the picture 
appearing almost fully formed in her mind when seeing the 
picture while other photographs took several months of work 
to find the connection that the nature visually captured had to 
her and thus the human experience. 

The subject matter of her poems ranged from old age to 
conflict with success to the mundane life that marriage may 
sometimes be, illustrating firstly, how connected the natural 
world is to us as people, as well as how universal images 
- and what they symbolise to and inspire in us - are, thus 
representing the human experience. It secondly illustrated the 
connectedness shared between art forms.

Contributors to My Class: 
Writers: Searatoa van Driel, Malaika Samora Mahlatsi
Photographers: Thapelo Lekgowa and Bheki Xaba

Children listen intently to young learners reading their own 
writing as part of the Developing young writers project of the 
Jozi Book Fair. 

Bheki Khoza entertains guests at the Jozi Book Fair Reception 
at the House of Movements.

Women’s short-story 
writing workshop
By Malaika Samora Mahlatsi

That the pen is mightier than the sword is has been proved 
true throughout history. Revolutions have been achieved by 
doctrines written by the greatest minds of our lifetime. The 
Russian Revolution’s epicentre was the Communist Manifesto, 
which created a domino effect of conscientisation that would 
ultimately change the world. And so, it only makes sense that 
Africa’s revolution should begin on paper.

Eight women from different social, economic and political 
backgrounds came together to engage in the in the writing of 
short stories. With Amira Patel facilitating, the session proved 
very fruitful as it encouraged intimate participation from all.

The women’s short story writing workshop was especially 
relevant because it taught women – the oppressed half of 
humanity – to tell their stories, to make their voices heard and 
to give the world a vivid picture of their conditions. Women 
need to reclaim their places in our communities and to come 
out of their forced confinements of patriarchy. This they can only 
do when they have found a platform to voice their thoughts, to 
express their feelings and to stimulate their oppressed minds.

There is no better way for women to emancipate themselves 
than to take up pen and paper for it is these two objects that 
pave the way to a complete revolution, a revolution which 
begins in the hearts and minds of all human beings.
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Sports and Politics in Post-Apartheid SA: The 
2010 World Cup
By Nkosinathi Tomos

T he political debate around the 
soccer world cup in South Africa did 
not begin today; it began in 2002 
when the South African government 
and sports federations, 

South African Football Association (SAFA) 
and Premier Soccer League (PSL), among 
others, bid to host the FIFA World Cup 
2006. 

The bid had mixed reactions from 
government, sports federations, social 
movements and other civic organisations 
like NGOs. At the core of the debate is the 
lack of service delivery by a government 
prepared to spend billions of rands in 
infrastructural development to host this world 
event. The 2006 bid was unsuccessful, but 
South Africa won the subsequent 2010 
bid. 

Analysis of sport in SA is political. During the 2010 
tournament these politics became even more pronounced.  
From the 11th of June to the 11th of July 2010, South Africa 
was run by a stand-in president, Fifa’s Sepp Blatter while the 
South African government put basic services such education 
on hold to accommodate the world cup. In a complete assault 
on an already battered working class, FIFA was given sole 
trading rights for most of the events despite the high levels of 
unemployment and poverty in SA. Fifa also took the largest 
portion of the world cup revenue, tax-free.

South Africa and the world were led to believe that the 
world cup provided a unifying tool between the elites and the 
working class, and between the race groups of South Africa.  
Boasts of reconciliation and the capacity of government to 
deliver on world class projects - multibillion rand stadia were 
built, old airports renovated, and new ones built, construction 
of multi-lane roads, and the introduction of new modes of 

transportation such as the Gautrain - took place while the 
majority continued to live in shacks.  

The legacy of the world cup is seen from two angles: from 
the government’s point of view there are promised financial 
gains; for the poor it represents continued and deepened 
poverty and hardship, and additional waiting for service 
delivery. The money that built the multi-billion rand infrastructure, 
defended by the government as a progressive step in speeding 
up service delivery, is seen by the left as poverty trap that 
will affect the lives of ordinary South Africans for decades to 
come.  For this money did not come from the private sector 
but from public spending by government through the process 
of taxation. A large part of this infrastructure is distant from 
most of the working class South Africans who will never get 
the opportunity to ride the Gautrain with a ticket price of R100 
from the OR Tambo International to Sandton, nor will they get 
the opportunity to visit or see the multi-billion rand airports and 
stadiums. 

ReUnited Siblings hosted a workshop on book illustration and 
an encounter session on Literature meets illustration.

Audiences engage with the session. 
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Jozi Book Fair Vox Pop
Jozi Book Fair asked a random selection of the 2010 
exhibitors the following questions in order to improve the 
presentation of the fair in future:

What are your thoughts on Jozi Book Fair?1. 
What improvements can be made?2. 
What do you think of public participation?3. 
What do you think of the workshops and events?4. 

These were the responses. Jozi Book Fair thanks exhibitors for 
the feedback.

David Krut Publishing
We attracted clients so it was good.1. 
The stalls look shabby and the tables should be 2. 
increased.
It is well, satisfactory.3. 
The book launches are impressive.4. 

Bookdealers
The turnout was okay.1. 
We must have one floor instead on two.2. 
It was good. Many people came.3. 

STE Publishing
Open speaking areas are problematic as good 1. 
speakers’ messages get lost.
Sound proofing is necessary and more film 2. 
screening would be good.
Numbers have decreased due to little marketing. It 3. 
must be publicised. Get corporate funding.

Goethe Insititute
There were less visitors but there were good 1. 
conversations. It is good for networking.
The sound must be closed off. Exhibitors who are 2. 
exhibiting some genres must be grouped together.
Khanya must market well.3. 
The Denis Goldberg book launch (STI Publishers) 4. 
was very good but attendance was low.

Tsumele Publishing
It could have been better. 1. 
Marketing must be intensified. There were no 2. 
banners around town. Audience is low due to bad 
marketing.
Few people came, and these were only people 3. 
connected to the book industry. We must see the 
public, not the literary fundis.
Problems with publishers – people speak mostly 4. 
about problems that are known. We need solutions.

CHIMURENGA and Keleketla
It could have been better.1. 
Organising was bad.2. 
The public is engaging3. 
The poetry is great.4. 

Guest of Jozi Book Fair, Lindsey Collen, launches Malaria Man 
and Her Neighbours. 

Ntsiki Mazwai launches Wena.

A full house for Ntsiki's launch of Wena.
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