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MY CLASS
Announcements Editorial

By Nerisha Baldevu

T his edition of My Class profiles Zapiro as a headliner. 
Zapiro is a world renowned political cartoonist, and 
was a panellist on what proved to be an electric round

table: Religion, Politics and Freedom of expression. The article 
explores Zapiro’s political development, activities and ideas.

The opinion section provides pieces on the roundtables 
of Day 1 of Jozi Book Fair 2010 – the Poverty Trap, and 
Religion, Politics and Freedom of Expression. Included in this 
section is an article that argues that “access to information is 
vital and the defence of it is a political act whether it is about 
books or newspapers”.

The programme updates profiles the roundtables of day 
2 at Jozi Book Fair 2010, and well as the workshop on 
Mother Tongue Literature. It also notes that there are eight 
book launches, three workshops, two roundtable discussions, 
three encounter sessions and three conversations and readings 
taking place in the Day 2 programme.

Our book review section is an opinion piece on the launch 
of New Frank Talk’s The People vs Phillip.

Enjoy the reading.

6 – 13 September, Museum Africa

To find out more about National Book Week, 
please contact us at bookweek@sabookcouncil.
co.za or 021–914-8626. 
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By Searatoa van Driel

“B ad taste is in the eye of the beholder”, says the 
renowned political cartoonist, Jonathan Sha-
piro, better known as Zapiro, at the first day of 
the 2010 annual Jozi Book Fair. 

Zapiro became politically active in the 1980’s. “The 
galvanizing moment in my life was being conscripted into the 
army and the implications I faced refusing to take up arms. I 
would have had to leave the country, or face six years in jail 
or go underground and hide.” It was during this period that 
he participated in the End Conscription Campaign, designing 
its logo, and when he became politically active in the Anti-
Apartheid movement. 

After studying abroad in the USA under the Fullbright 
Scholarship, Zapiro returned in 1991 to a South Africa rapidly 
changing, during the transition. “The transition period for me 
was very unsettling. The African National Congress (ANC) 
and many other organizations had been unbanned, Nelson 
Mandela had been released. So while it was amazing it was 
unsettling that the United Democratic Front structures were 
dissolved, which I felt was a major problem.”

When asked what the difference is between being a 
political cartoonist in present day South Africa as compared to 
the Apartheid era, he responds with a chuckle. “I’m beginning 
to feel that there could now be less of a difference between 
now and then. Of course there was this massive change at the 
beginning of democracy in 1994. During apartheid it was 
a very different situation. I had had some of my drawings 
banned and some of the newspapers that distributed my work 
were banned.”

When asked further on why he feels that things may now 
be changing for the worse, he replies, “Over the last fifteen 
years, I feel that it has not been getting increasingly difficult 
as an editorial cartoonist, but that the real difficulty is now. 
The proposals of the Media Tribunal and the Protection of 
Information Bill, as well as lawsuits that are taken up against 
members of the media by politicians in power are intimidation 
strategies that up until now have not really worked.” 

“When politicians become arbiters of ‘bad taste’, warning 
lights for me flash brighter. You have people abusing the power 
that they hold and their position to censor and put pressure on 
various expressions. And that for me is what we have to fight 
and struggle against.” 

Headliner Profile: JBF 
talks to Zapiro

Exibitor Profiles
amaBooks:  
amaBooks is a small independent publisher based in Bula-
wayo, Zimbabwe. They specialise in contemporary creative 
writing in English, with a few local culture and history titles. 
amaBooks aims to give an opportunity to previously unpub-
lished writers and 102 writers have so far featured in the 23 

books they have published since they started in 2001. The 
majority of their new writers have appeared in the short writ-
ings series, most recently Long Time Coming: Short writings 
From Zimbabwe, a collection of short stories and poems. 

They have had recent international recognition , with 
Long Time Coming chosen by the UK’s leading progressive 
magazine New Internationalist as one of their two ‘ Best Books’ 
of 2009 and Christopher Mlalazi’s Dancing with Life: Tales 
from the Township being awarded an Honourable mention at 
the 2009 Noma awards for African Publishing.

Isipho Books
Isipho Books is a small organisation that focuses on 

promoting African writers and Literature. They have discovered 
that there is a need or market to sell indigenous books.

Zabalaza Anarchist Communist Front (ZACF)
Zabalaza Anarchist Communist Front is an anarchist 

political organisation that works to promote libertarian socialist 
ideas and practice within popular social movements and trade 
unions. Through their publishing arm, Zabalaza books, they 
publish and distribute a wide variety of books, pamphlets and 
leaflets on topics such as a revolutionary history and theory, 
women’s liberation, ecology, revolutionary syndicalism.

Programme Updates
By Nerisha Baldevu

Day 2 of Jozi Book Fair 2010 promises yet another day that 
leaves participants and audiences spoilt for choice: eight book 
launches, three workshops, two roundtable discussions, three 
encounter sessions and three conversations and readings. 

The roundtable at midday discusses the Foreigner in SA 
Literature. With xenophobia and related violence an ever-
present danger in South Africa, this roundtable debates the 
portrayal of immigrant communities in South African literature. 
Panellists include Giyani Dube, one of the co-founders of the 
political commentary website, The Zimbabwean Situation, 
and a forerunner in profiling the diaspora implications of the 
political and economic demise of Zimbabwe. Also on the 
panel is William Bird, Director of Media Monitoring Africa. 

The second roundtable of the day is Sports and Politics in 
Post Apartheid SA: the 2010 World Cup. The World Cup 
2010 generated both national pride and controversy. Against 
the background of sports and politics in SA, this roundtable 
debates the social, political and economic issues raised by 
the world cup. Author of The Politics of South African Football, 
Oshebeng Koonyaditse brings a wealth of information and 
research to this discussion. The Politics of South African Football 
is “South Africa’s story of the road that led to hosting the FIFA 
2010 World Cup and the people whose vehement resistance 
and declaration that there’ could be no normal sport in an 
abnormal society’ proved a powerful antidote to assurances 
by government that all was well”.

One of the three not-to-be-missed workshops looks at mother 
tongue literature. After 16 years of democracy, the indigenous 
languages in SA still struggle to make an impact in the world of 
books. This workshop discusses strategies to promote mother 
tongue literature. On the panel are guest of Jozi Book Fair, 
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Lindsey Collen, a novellist and activist from Mauritius, and 
member of LPT, the Mauritian organisation that won the Unesco 
prize for the promotion of mother tongue literature, and IMA, a 
Finnish poet, film-maker and journalist, and an advocate and 
activist for the promotion of Sami, the indigenous language of 
Finland.

And on levels 3 and 4, the nicest of nice things: – books 
galore, for sale from 60 different publishers and bookshops.

The Poverty Trap
By Nkosinathi Tomose

T he poverty trap roundtable, held at Museum Africa Au-
ditorium, aimed at addressing the  question on whether 
‘South African economy as presently structured can 

break out of poverty trap in which millions of South African find 
themselves in after 16 year of democracy’.

Panelists included Dale McKinley, Moeletsi Mbeki, and 
Anne Bernstein, with William Gumede moderating. The 
audience varied from social activists, the youth, unionists and 
former unionists.

One of the fundamental challenges facing the South African 
economy today is a result of the  lack of long term planning 
by the revolutionary parties such as the ANC and its alliance 
parties when they were preparing to come into power in the 
1970s, 80s and the early 1990s. No research work was 
undertaken to assess the future of South African economy, and 
when the ANC research centre was established in the United 
Kingdom by the late Oliver Tambo, proposals that sought to 
address the issue were never approved.  Instead the ANC 
chose to follow a nationalist agenda to addressing and 
redressing past political injustice; the result of this are now felt 
by the majority of South Africans who live in poverty. What the 
nationalist did was to discourage social democracy, a counter 
to what many developmental states such as Brazil and Taiwan 
did when they took over power. 

The problem of poverty, on the other hand, is seen as a global 
phenomenon; something which goes beyond the economics to 
include sociological issues such class, power, and ownership.  
These are seen fundamental to the achievement of social 
democracy - something lacking in South Africa. Therefore, 
there is a need for inclusive economic policies. 

This is an important step towards addressing the social ills 
of the country where the majority have been locked out of 

Religion, Politics and 
Freedom of Expression 
Roundtable
By Nomsa Hlatshwayo

T he first day of the 2010 annual Jozi Book Fair started out 
on a very politically stimulating note. Participants were 
spoiled for choice. By the time the clock stuck two, 

the final call for the Religion, Politics and Freedom of expres-
sion roundtable set off crowds of Zapiro fans insistent on get-
ting the best seat in the auditorium. 

Yasmin Sooka was the assigned moderator for the 
roundtable; she opened the discussion with a plea for the 
crowd to turn off their cell phones as it was time to unleash a 
wave of intense political and religious engagement. Zapiro 
started off the discussion by showcasing a series of clips that 
reflected his religious satire. His collection was made up of the 
clips that had gotten him into a trouble with various religious 
authorities.

Zapiro’s take on religion came under fire after he was 
accused of portraying the Prophet Muhammad in a derogatory 
manner that deemed his religious satire as Islamaphobic. The 
audience listened intently when Naeem Jeena took the floor. He 
explained the contextual nature of religious satire and the irony 
of secular politics. Naeem was very open about explaining 
the difference between satire in a pluralist society and religious 
satire that is aimed at furthering a political agenda. 

His comments on the growing antagonism towards Islam in 
the post 9/11 global civil society highlighted an alarming trend 
of religious discrimination. The discussion delved deeper into 
the unknown when Yasmin brought up the rising fundamentalist 
element of internet based social networks. She referred to these 
social networks as blurring the line between freedom of speech 
and hate speech, inherently linked to dehumanisation. 

the formal economy. Neoliberal theories such as GEAR were 
introduced  as a model to addressing poverty and redressing 
the past injustice, but simply encourage and protect capitalism. 
One of the solutions to these challenges is long development 
planning by our government in association with civic 
organisations representing the masses; the encouragement of 
transparency, collective governance, and open dialogue in 
socio-economic and political discourse.
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Audience participation was as dynamic as the input from 
panellists. A question on secular religion as a mechanism of 
homogenising society left everyone at the edge of their seats. 
“Religion is like going to war over which imaginary friend is 
better” said Zapiro. His comment served to reflect the tedious 
nature of religious discourse. Our 16 year democracy’s best 
pillars are our commitment to fundamental freedoms, of which 
is freedom of speech and religion are critical.

Access to Information
By Viktoria Olausson

T he printed press in South Africa is under heavy pres-
sure, if not siege. Lately two huge clouds are looming 
on the horizon of freedom of expression – the protec-

tion of information bill and the media tribunal. If these are put 
in place, investigative journalistics will be pretty much illegal. 

When it comes to TV, it is muzzled already. SABC, eTV and 
Mnet are actively avoiding showing stuff that is too critical to 
the rulers of the country. But who is actually reached by the free 
press of South Africa, if it is today indeed free? 

The tabloids pride themselves for their outreach, the 
availability and low price is in itself fighting illiteracy. The need 
for the easy read news bits and the gossip makes people pop 
out the couple of rands to get a copy, or pick up one second 
hand from someone. But then what? If the tabloids get people 
to read what else is there to read? Will the masses upgrade 
their news intake to the muckraking weeklies of Sunday Times 
and Mail and Guardian that puts you back up to R 21,50. 
Hardly, specially considering they are not even available in 
major parts of the country. So the entire exercise of laws and 
tribunals to cut back on journalistic freedom is basically an 
exercise directed to people who can afford this information. 
The bulk of the voters are already kept in the dark. 

What then of moving to read books instead? The obstacles 
are similar. The lack of libraries and cheap accessible books 
is striking, and we all know who it is striking against. The 
movement for school libraries and access to books actually 
dovetails with the protests against the recent attempts to gag 
the press. Access to information is vital and the defence of it is 
a political act whether it is about books or newspapers.

Book Launch: 
The People vs Phillip
By Malaika Samora Mahlatsi

T he systematic soporification of the nations’ collective 
mind has been completed. The FIFA mafia and its 
agents, the African National Congress, have been 

able to once again remove the retina from the peoples’ eyes, 
to prevent them from seeing the ugly truth about the 2010 
World Cup spectacle... that the ANC sold us out for  a cup.

New Frank Talk 
publisher, writer, 
organiser and 
Black Conscious-
ness thinker, 
Andile Mngxi-
tama, has once 
again presented 
a thought-provok-
ing critical essay 
on the black 

condition in South Africa. His latest offering, The People vs 
Phillip: How the ANC sold us for a Cup, highlights vividly the 
injustices that the ANC-led government continues to subject 
the masses to. It is an analytical and very honest perspective 
on the dumbing down of South Africans by a corrupt govern-
ment that serves its own capitalist interests.

The discussion on this essay evoked a lot of anger and 
frustration in the audience, for it succeeded in its conscientisa-
tion, which, simulatenously, was able to make them see the 
spectacle from a clearer perspective. What the discussion 
achieved was to force the audience to make an honest intro-
spection into its own culpability in letting the government feed 
it to the monster that is FIFA. It begged the question: How did 
we as a nation allow the government to deliver to Blatter on 
a silver platter?

The question is analysed in the essay, with some answers 
brutal enough to shock us into paralysis. The soccer is ours’, 
the corruption was their’s. But this time around, the people 
will win!


