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MY CLASS
Editorial
By Nerisha Baldevu

T his edition of My Class celebrates Women’s Day and 
the various events Jozi Book Fair is hosting to mark this 
day. The Headliner Profile is a conversation with Lind

sey Collen, Guest of Jozi Book Fair, which explores her activ-
ism in particular with the  Women’s Movement in Mauritius.

From the world of books provides an overview of the Sport 
and Politics in Post-Apartheid SA – the 2010 World Cup 
roundtable. The article focuses on one panellist in particular 
– Leigh-Ann Naidoo,  SA’s first volleyball Olympiad, and 
sports activist. This roundtable promises to be yet another 
dynamic and engaging session – one of many at Jozi Book 
Fair 2010.

The Programme Update focuses on the woman’s day 
programme at Jozi Book Fair 2010, and raises thought-
provoking questions about what this national holiday is coming 
to represent in SA. The article is scathing at the loss of politics 
from Women’s Day celebrations in SA, and challenges the 
growing divide between the lives women live and the lives 
literature chooses to represents.

Jozi Book Fair has a packed, challenging and celebratory 
Women’s Day programme. Enjoy reading about it here, and 
see you at the fair.

Announcements 
Newcomers to the Jozi Book Fair 2010 as exhibi-
tors are:

Abantwana Publishing:•	  is a small publishing 
company founded in 2008. Our core busi-
ness is to supply learner teacher material. We 
also focus on small business empowerment by 
creating marketing and sales opportunities for 
provincial SMMEs. 
Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University:•	  
As a family of volunteers from all walks of life, 
the Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University 
provides a nurturing and supportive environ-
ment, which encourages an inner and person-
al contribution towards a better world. We are 
a global organisation holding presence in 130 
countries and we hold a consultative status with 
the United Nations.   
Kudjon Publishing:•	  is a black owned publishing 
consultancy that publishes self help motivational 



Page 2 Issue Nr. 6 – August 2010

“The Women’s movement in Mauritius is not about assisting 
women to rise within the patriarchal society or to get men to 
become more domesticated in the private spaces.  Rather, it’s 
about getting women to claim their space within the public 
domain,” Lindsey explains. This was in direct defiance of the 
exclusion of illiterate women, as voting rights were previously 
limited to those who could read and write. Reading and 
writing for Lindsey is an important tool for attaining liberation 
and advancing emancipatory strategies. 

Lindsey’s books all make use of food and recipes to highlight 
various issues. Smiling mischievously, she says: “If you want 
to overthrow the Mauritian government, make sure that there 
is a shortage of garlic”. Lindsey’s passion for food and the 
recipes she includes in her books are her way of capturing her 
passion, and of paying homage to the intimate relationship 
Mauritian people share with their food.

Lindsey’s literary achievements, her writing of the lives and 
socio-political struggles, and her own activism serves as an 
emancipatory journey for all women. She makes clear that 
socio-economic struggles can be advanced through literature. 
The poignant relations of her life and political career reflect 
her unrelenting commitment to social justice and freedom of 
expression.

Programme Update:

Women’s Day at Jozi 
Book Fair
By Oupa Lehulere

L ast year the Jozi Book Fair was refused an interview 
on a radio station because the host felt  that linking 
women’s day to literary issues ‘was too heavy’. She 

advised us that literature was meant to be for ‘enjoyment’, 
and that bringing social and political issues like National 
Women’s Day into literature was ‘trapped in the past’, and 
was ‘too negative’. 

This host is but one of many signs that women’s experiences 
are being pushed out of literature and being replaced with 
unreal versions of the lives of the majority of South Africa’s 
population. And while the state continues to put on celebrations 
and dedications to women every August, civil society seems 
to be less and less interested in celebrating the achievements 
of women in this country. Every year it becomes harder to find 
August 9 celebration events around town. The private sector 
is cashing in on this holiday as with many others, with radio 
stations offering women gifts and pampering prizes for being 
women.

What is not prioritised in this month is the high level of 
illiteracy amongst South African women. This democracy 
has failed to provide so many people with this crucial tool to 
combat otherwise difficult lives. 

How can this democracy deny its people the right to be 
presented with a mirror of their lives at its most brutal, and yet 

books and offers seminars, keynote sessions 
and workshops to organisations and schools 
in South Africa, some parts of the African 
continent and the United States. The books are 
also used in schools and Universities to build 
the character of students as well as cultivate the 
learning culture.

Headliner Profile: 
Lindsey Collen in 
conversation

By Nomsa Hlatshwayo & Judy Kennedy

“T he things I cannot articulate and demonstrate in 
movements, I relate in my books,” says political 
activist and writer Lindsey Collen. Warm, pas

sionate and committed to social justice at all levels, Lindsey 
has been involved in the building of movements, organisations 
and activists for most of her life. She attributes her political 
consciousness and racial tolerance to a childhood she spent 
in the former Northern Transvaal. 

Lindsey’s South African upbringing laid the foundation for 
her unrelenting quest for equality in all forms; her early political 
participation started in the student movement at Wits University 
in 1968. She was one of the youngest editors of the student 
based newsletter, Arts Critic, after the senior editorial team 
were arrested by the South African apartheid police service. 
This is where she honed her writing skills, a passion that started 
when she was six, and asked her mother to buy her a ballpoint 
pen. 

Lindsey is a key player in the women’s movement in Mauritius 
– an involvement that started in 1976. The Women’s Movement 
is a collection of various women’s associations and networks, 
each characterised by women from differing social strata and 
with different political mandates. “The women’s movement 
is a clear indication of the level of organisation present in 
Mauritian society,” says Lindsey. “The movement first mobilised 
on the issue of granting voting rights to all women.” 
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David Krut Publishing

D avid Krut Publishing is at the forefront of Arts publishing 
in SA, producing high-quality books on contemporary 
SA art, architecture and design. Their titles 

include the acclaimed Taxi Art Book series, a variety of mono-
graphs, two books on the art and architecture of the constitu-
tional court and a range of titles on other subjects. Their books 
and educational supplements are available in bookstores in 
Johannesburg and Cape Town.

be able to see in that darkest hour the possibility of change? 
How has it come to pass that South Africa’s new dawn has 
unleashed a whirlwind that has pushed the majority to the  
margins?

The Jozi Book Fair has a number of events profiling women’s 
contribution to the world of books. Lindsey Collen, Guest of 
Book Fair 2010, Commonwealth Prize Winner and author 
of 7 novels discusses violence against women in literature; 
Natalia Molebatsi and Ameera Patel run workshops on writ-
ing by women for women,; Maria van Driel talks to Pumla 
Gqola about Gqola’s feminist critique of memories of slavery; 
and a number of women authors read their feminist and post-
aparthed poetry.

It is, however, in the workshops on writing by women for 
women that Jozi Book Fair hopes we see the music of our 
future, both in opening up a world in which women are not 
just the recipients of nice things on women’s day, but where 
they bequeath to our society and history these nicest of all nice 
things in abundance – books. For is it not true that modern 
literature, like many modern art forms, began when the stories 
of ordinary people moved to the centre of literature?

From the world of 
books: Women in 
Sport

By Nomsa Hlatshwayo

T he second edition of Jozi Book Fair takes place in the af-
termath of the World Cup 2010. This international event 
highlighted the striking racialisation and inequality 

present in South African sport. Sporting codes in post apartheid 
South Africa still function on the same racial and economic ex-
clusion grounds as in the apartheid era. Post 94 South Africa 
has failed to reconcile its racially fractured political economy. 

The Jozi Book Fair will be exploring this issue in the Sports 
and Politics in Post-Apartheid SA – the 2010 World Cup 
Roundtable. The roundtable will delve into a diverse set of 
sporting codes, and provide a public platform to explore the 
technical debates and contestations around transformation in 
sport. 

The roundtable panel includes a diverse group of 
contributors; a mix of activist intellectuals and those directly 
involved in the game. Of particular note in this Women’s Day 
edition of My Class is Leigh-Ann Naidoo. 

Volleyball icon Leigh-Ann Naidoo is a member of the first 
African team to compete in beach volleyball at the 2004 
Olympic Games. Naidoo’s sporting acclaim has been 
closely related to her activism for increased racial equality 
in post apartheid South African sports. She has often critised 
South African sport for its continued accommodation of an 
elite minority defined along racial and economic lines. Her 
participation in this discussion will no doubt add to the 
dynamism of the issue.

The Roundtable on Sports and Politics in Post-Apartheid 
South Africa – the 2010 World Cup takes place on 8th 
August, 14.30 to 15.30.

Exhibitor Profiles
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By Khanya College
KHANYA     COLLEGE
Education for Liberation

Bophelo
Bophelong
Bophelo
Bophelong

Bophelo Bophelong – a community profile
Since the first democratic elections in 1994, there have been many political 
and economic changes. There is a general recognition within South 
African society that poverty has increased and that working people’s living 
standards have declined. These developments raise a number of important 
questions about the condition of the working class after 1994. 

The aims of the Community Profiles Project are threefold: 
To provide information about the conditions and standard of living in i. 
local communities in contemporary South Africa. 

To train community activists in skills they can later use to build their ii. 
communities and organisations. 

To create a store of information that will assist civil society, including iii. 
the social movements and community organisations, to organise and 
actively mobilise in the struggle for of social justice. 

This booklet, the first in this series, contains a brief overview history of 
Bophelong, the involvement of Bophelong people in the struggle against 
apartheid, and also looks at current living conditions in Bophelong.

Khanya College is an independent non-governmental organisation based 
in Johannesburg, South Africa. Established in 1986, the primary aim of 
Khanya College is to assist various constituencies within working class 
and poor communities to respond to the challenges posed by the forces 
of economic and political globalisation. Khanya College offers assistance 
through providing educational and training workshops, publications and 
research to organisations and individuals in these communities.

Physical Address   Postal Address
Khanya College    P.O. Box 5977
5th  Floor     Johannesburg
House of Movements   2000
123 Pritchard Str, Cnr Mooi   South Africa
Johannesburg
2001    
info@khanyacollege.org.za
www.khanyacollege.org.za
Tel: +27 (011) 336 9190
Fax: +27 (011) 336 9196

Book Preview: Khanya 
College Community 
Profile Series  
Bophelo Bophelong 

S ince the first democratic elections in 1994, there have 
been many political and economic changes. There is a 
general recognition within South African society that 

poverty has increased and that working people’s living stan-
dards have declined. These developments raise a number of 
important questions about the condition of the working class 
after 1994. 

The aims of the Community Profiles Project are threefold: 

To provide information about the conditions i. 
and standard of living in local communities in 
contemporary South Africa. 

To train community activists in skills they can later use ii. 
to build their communities and organisations. 

To create a store of information that will assist civil iii. 
society, including the social movements and community 
organisations, to organise and actively mobilise in the 
struggle for of social justice. 

Bophelo Bophelong, the first in this series, contains a brief 
overview history of Bophelong, the involvement of Bophelong 
people in the struggle against apartheid, and also looks at 
current living conditions in Bophelong.. 

Khanya College will launch Bophelo Bophelong at Jozi 
Book Fair on 7th August at 13.30.

Rosa Luxemburg Foundation

R LF organises political education and provides informa-
tion about social perspectives in a globalised, unjust 
and unpeaceful world. They provide a platform for 

critical analysis of contemporary capitalism and debate about 
alternatives rooted in democratic socialism. RLF is based in 
Germany, and internationally, they have 14 foreign regional 
offices. RLF is a forum for dialogue between leftwing socialist 
forces, social movements, leftwing intellectuals and NGO’s. 
Their SA branch opened in 2003. 

STE

S TE is an independent South African publisher of quality 
books and publications.  They focus mainly on cultural 
and political history, biographies, autobiographies, 

photography and education. The encouragement of local writ-
ing underscores the commitment to the preservation of South 
African’s stories and development of the culture of reading. 
STE publishes and undertakes publishing contracts. 


