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MY CLASS

Announcements
By Searatoa van Driel

Newcomers to our growing list of Jozi Book Fair 
2010 exhibitors are:

Professional Editors Groups, an association that •	
represents copy editors, proof readers and other 
language practitioners operating in the South 
African publishing industry, corporate communi-
cations and the media. 

Editorial
C ontroversy and debate is the life-blood of a free and 

democratic society, and these principles form the basis 
of South Africa’s new constitution. In the last few years 

no one has put to the test the governing elite’s commitment 
to these principles more than Zapiro, the country’s foremost po-
litical cartoonist. In this edition of My Class we profile Zapiro, 
who will be speaking in a Round Table discussion on freedom 
of expression on the 7th of August at the Jozi Book Fair.

The other life-blood of a democracy is the depth of its 
publishing, writing and reading culture. We continue to profile 
various small publishers coming to the Jozi Book Fair, and we 
also reflect on the power of writing to provide avenues for 
expression for the very young and in a violent society such as 
SA to open the road to a process of healing and renewal.

This edition also reports on the work the Jozi Book Fair is 
doing with literacy organisations. An important principle on 
which the Jozi Book Fair is based is that a culture of reading 
cannot be built by events like book fairs alone. Book fairs must 
be accompanied and linked to all-year round activities that 
take reading to the masses.

Enjoy this edition, and your comments are very welcome. 

Oupa Lehulere

Headliner Profile:
Zapiro
By Searatoa van Driel

J onathan Shapiro, better known to the public as Zapiro, 
is South Africa’s best known political cartoonist. 

Born in Cape Town in 1958, Shapiro went on to study 
architecture at the University of Cape Town before switching to 
Graphic Design. Shapiro then got conscripted into the army in 
1983 but refused to take up arms. It is during this period that 
Shapiro became politically active in the newly-formed United 
Democratic Front and participated in the End Conscription 
Campaign among many other political and progressive 
organisations. He was arrested under the Illegal Gatherings 
Act. In 1987, he became the editorial cartoonist of the anti-
apartheid newspaper, South. 

Shapiro then applied and was awarded a Fullbright 
scholarship to study media arts at the School for Visual Arts in 
New York, USA for two years. While in New York, Shapiro 
studied under comics’ masters, Art Spiegelman, Will Eisner 
and Harvey Kurtzman. 

After studying in New York, Shapiro returned to South 
Africa in 1991. He began producing comics covering a wide 
range of issues, including HIV/Aids education and democracy 
education. From 1994 to 2005 he then became the editorial 
cartoonist for the Sowetan. During that time he appeared in 
the Cape Argus. He has also been the editorial cartoonist for 

Kondi Books, a distributor of new- and second-•	
hand books to the public, most of which are of 
African interest. 

Stephan Phillips, a logistics organisation that pro-•	
vides a fully integrated warehousing and delivery 
fulfillment service. It offers customised and cost-
effective solutions to publishing partners, and 
the peace of mind that their books and receipts 
will be well managed. Stephan Phillips will be 
launching several books in association will Porcu-
pine Press, including From North to South and 
Flight of the Moth. These book launches will take 
place during the duration the Jozi Book Fair (7,8 
and 9 August 2010). 

UNISA Press, an academic publisher of scholarly •	
books.

Jozi Book Fair: 7, 8 and 9 August 
2010
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the Mail and Guardian since 1994, the Sunday Times since 
1998 and has appeared in the Cape Times, the Star, the 
Mercury and Pretoria News three times a week since 2005. 

Shapiro has also appeared in numerous exhibitions and 
received many awards for his work. These include becoming 
the first cartoonist to win a category prize in the CNN African 
Journalist of the Year Awards in 2001 and winning the Courage 
in Editorial Cartooning Award at the annual Cartoonists Rights 
Network International dinner in 2007. Shapiro has held solo 
exhibitions in New York, Frankfurt and South Africa and has 
been part of many group show exhibitions internationally and 
locally. 

Shapiro continues to make political comments on current 
affairs’ issues locally and internationally and is thus under 
constant criticism for his unwavering critique. His most recent 
controversy was around his cartoon on the Prophet Mohammed, 
published in the Mail & Guardian earlier this year. 

Programme Updates
By Searatoa van Driel

A s one of the Jozi Book Fair’s headlining guests, Zapiro 
will be a panelist in a Round Table discussion titled 
‘Religion, Politics and Freedom of Expression’. 

The ‘Religion, Politics and Freedom of Expression’ Round 
Table will deal with the issues around freedom of expression 
and the role that satirists like Zapiro play within the social and 
political context of present day South Africa.

Zapiro has much to offer on this subject, with his most recent 
controversy being his depiction of the Prophet Mohammed in 
his cartoon published by the Mail and Guardian earlier this 
year, and the multi-million rand lawsuit against him from the 
President Jacob Zuma for his political views and opinions. 

Zapiro will be sharing the panel with Naeem Jeena, a pro-
gressive Imam and activist, and Professor Tinyiko Maluleke 
from UNISA and the current president of the South African 
Council of Churches.

The ‘Religion, Politics and Freedom of Expression’ Round 
Table will be held on Saturday the 7th of August from 14:30 
to 15:30.

******

Exhibitor Profile
By Searatoa van Driel

Keleketla! Library

K eleketla! Is a Sepedi word, used in response to the 
beginning of a story; something that is said back to 
the storytellers’ “once upon a time”. It has no direct 

English translation, but rather, it represents a form of acknowl-
edgement and a consent that “I am here, willing to listen to 
your story with active participation.”

As part of this year’s Jozi Book Fair programme, Ntsiki Maz-
wai will be launching 
her first book of poetry, 
WENA! 

Ntsiki Mazwai is al-
ready well-known to many 
through her beadwork 
range, House of Mobu, 
her participation in Feela 
Sistah, an all-women 
poetry collective which 
included Lebo Mashile, 
Napo Masheane and 
Myesha Jenkins, and her 
many on-stage perfor-
mances. Mazwai has 
also branched out into 
the music industry, releas-
ing her first album Ma-
Miya Independently in 
2006 which went on to 
be nominated for a South 
African Music Award for Best Urban Pop Album. 

Published by African Perspectives, the collection of poems 
is a reflection of what many young South Africans face in the 
struggle to find their place in the multi-cultural society South 
Africa presently is. Mazwai feels strongly the need to reclaim 
her culture and language and blend them within the context of 
South Africa’s cosmopolitan society. 

The book launch of WENA! will be held at 16:00 on Satur-
day, the 7th of August, and will be followed by a reception.
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By Martha Legong

W ith the aim of understanding, promoting, support-
ing and addressing the issues of reading and writ-
ing in the country, Jozi Book Fair (JBF) has been 

engaging with various organisations working in the field of 
literacy, information and publishing.

The organisations which JBF has been engaging with are 
amongst others:

Room to Read – They establish libraries in schools, then •	
train the community in librarian skills required to run these 
libraries. They also run programmes and workshops for 
writers. 

Childlit – This is the Children and Literature Unit based at •	
the University of South Africa. They offer courses for under-
graduate and postgraduate courses on children's literature 
at the university and also conduct research.

Project Literacy – A literacy organisation that runs amongst •	
others a 'Run Home to Read' project in various communi-
ties and also works with schools.

LIASA Gauteng south branch – They are the Library and •	
Information Association of South Africa with a national 
membership of people working and interested in the field 
of library and information science.

Centre for the Book – Based at the National Library of •	
South Africa (NLSA), they advocate through their pro-
grammes the importance of reading through coordinat-
ing, promoting and encouraging book-related activities 
in South Africa and also supports the use of local lan-
guages. 

The Keleketla! Initiative is a collection of projects that share 
a concern with the creation of stories through various forms of 
art; including the spoken word, music, film and performance. 
It’s located at Drill Hall, on the corner of Twist and Plein Street 
in Johannesburg’s inner city.

The project originally developed in 2008 out of the idea of 
a library that would serve as a home for a variety of creative 
activities. The Keleketla! Project has now grown into a variety 
of elements including daily creative workshops for children and 
young people living in the Joubert Park area, monthly art days, 
weekly open-air film screenings and monthly workshops and 
seminars aimed at young creatives working in the inner city. 

For more information, visit www.thefanpalproject.co.za. To 
contact the Keleketla! Initiative, email keleketla@gmail.com or 
phone 078 764 4741. 

New Frank Talk

R adical black perspectives are often excluded from 
mainstream media and the political journal of essays. 
New Frank Talk is an attempt at popularising 

a black perspective through critical essays on the black 
condition in post-94 South Africa. This quarterly is published 
by Andile Mngxitama. Mngxitama is a regular commentator 
on political and race issues, having written in various pub-
lications including the Sowetan and the City Press. He has 
authored three of the four editions out so far which include 
From Mbeki to Zuma: What is the Difference? and the popu-
lar, Blacks can't be Racist. NFT issues in 2010 will include 
an essay by Heinrich Böhmke in which he argues that white 
revolutionaries are essentially missionaries; another piece on 
the 2010 Fifa World Cup and also one on the meaning of 
US President Barack Obama. For more information send an 
email to newfranktalk@gmail.com

Junkets Publishers

W hen John Keats was 20 years old, he submitted his 
first-published poem to Leigh Hunt's magazine The 
Examiner. He signed it ‘J.K’. When Leigh 

Hunt met him, he asked him his name. Keats gave it. But, 
while he was born and bred in the East End of London, he 
had acquired his father's West Country accent. So, Leigh 
Hunt heard him and replied: 'So, Junkets, you say? Well 
then, Junkets it will be!' After that, Keats signed his letters to 
Leigh Hunt:

From the world of books: 
Jozi Book Fair and litera-
cy organisations

John Keats alias Junkets.

Junkets Publishers is a small-scale publisher based in Cape 
Town, South Africa, formed to publish Robin Malan’s novel 
'Rebel Angel' in 2005, a novel on John Keats, in association 
with Snailpress. Malan has worked in English teaching and 
theatre-in-education most of his life, having worked in those 
fields at Waterford Kamhlaba United World College in Swa-
ziland, Stellenbosch University and the University of Cape 
Town. He was also one of the founding editors of English 
Alive. Malan is also the Series Editor for the Siyagruva Series 
of novels for South African teens, and was awarded the Mol-
teno Medal for lifetime service to literature by the Cape 300 
Foundation. Junkets Publisher was the winner of the 2009 Arts 
& Culture Trust Excellence Award for Literature. Junkets Publish-
ers’ latest release is Yes, I am! compiled by Robin Malan and 
Ashraf Johaardien published in April this year. Yes, I am! is a 
collection of the work of some forty writers on the experience 
of being South African, male and gay. 

For more information send an email to info.junkets@iafrica.
com or visit http://junketspublisher.blogspot.com.
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Book Review: Refuge 
by Andy Brown 
By Oupa Lehulere

I n many modern societies, the foreigner is someone who is 
both exotic and feared. In Andrew Brown’s novel, Refuge, 
these two sides of the ‘foreigner’ are played out against 

the backdrop of pimps, sex work, drug dealing, organised 
crime, corrupt policemen, prison gangs and the beautiful set-
ting of Cape Town. The novel tells the story of bored and alien-
ated middle class lawyer Richard, whose criminal law practice 
puts him into contact with ruthless Russian gangster Svritsky 
and finally with Abayomi, the beautiful Nigerian masseuse.

Richard's infatuation with Abayomi brings him into contact 
with the world of the Nigerian immigrant communities in Cape 
Town, and with the violence and xenophobia against African 
immigrants in the Mother City. As this relationship between 
Abayomi and Richard unfolds, we are exposed to the depth 
of xenophobia in the agencies of the state (the courts, the 
police), among the white 
middle classes in their aim-
less chatter during their 
sumptuous dinners, among 
the criminal underworld 
that uses the vulnerability 
of the African immigrants 
for their activities. This vio-
lence against African immi-
grants reaches a climax in 
the prison rape, and later 
the murder by a corrupt po-
licemen of Ifasen, husband 
to Abayomi. 

Against the background 
of the fear of the violence 
against immigrants, the at-
traction of the exotic and 
mysterious ‘other’ never recedes. Richard is not the only one 
infatuated with Abayomi – the Russian gangster, the police, 
the judicial system and the thugs all yearn to possess and to 
‘touch’ Africa. Brown’s novel is a powerful, fast-paced and 
highly perceptive novel about the pull and the repulsion Africa 
exercises for the as-yet unliberated South Africa.

Words can heal?
By Thobile Disemelo

J ozi Book Fair has been assisting with a children’s writing 
project in Soweto since late year. It is a great initiative by 
Africa One’s Thembi Majombozi. She focuses primarily 

on developing the writing skills of these children, which will 
ultimately also develop their ability to reflect critically on their 
own lives, their realities and their communities.

From the beginning I was impressed by the creativity of these 
young grade 7 writers, and also by the scope of their subject 
matter. At the same time I was deeply disturbed by their ability 
to express issues which are emotionally heavy such as rape, 
poverty and abuse. What disturbed me was not that the chil-
dren were telling such horrific stories about their experiences, 
but that the teachers and authorities reacted with little or no 
compassion. Instead they would get angry because they felt 
the children were burdening them with problems that were just 
not part of their job descriptions. “Haai sisi, we are not social 
workers”, one teacher had the audacity to say after I referred a 
young girl to her who had just told us about sexual abuse that 
she was suffering at the hands of her mother’s boyfriend.

Although it is very little comfort in the bigger scheme of things, 
I am thankful for projects such as Africa One because they of-
fer so many children an opportunity to be able to express them-
selves, to share their hopes and their fears through writing, and 
to develop an ability to critically assess and positively shape 
their lives. With so much to deal with in life already, at least 
they don’t have to suffer in silence and ignorance.

   The purpose of the engagement with these organisations 
is to involve organisations in the different JBF activities and 
projects, for JBF to take part in the activities that they run in their 
organisations, to link the literacy activities with the JBF event on 
the 7, 8, & 9 August 2010, for these literacy organisations to 
take up stalls and exhibit at the fair and for these organisations 
to run workshops, trainings, competitions and any other activ-
ity through the fair. 

Engagements have been done and continue to be done 
through meetings and  visits between these literacy organisa-
tions and Jozi Book Fair with the aim of linking programmes 
on reading and writing with this year's fair and in the process 
nurturing the culture of reading and writing in the long-term.  


