
Editorial 
One week before the Jozi Book Fair! The stalls for exhibitors have been set up and 
we welcome all our international guests, ten of them altogether, from Tanzania, 
Sweden and Finland, especially Walter Bgoya, our guest of the Fair. This year we 
have more than 60 local authors and artists participating in over 100 events over the 
two day period. We also have a special programme for schools on Friday (25 Oct) 
and children on Sat (26 Oct). 

There are a number of events in the run up to the JBF, and all of them are open 
to the public. In South Africa the publishing industry has declined somewhat (see 
article) and there is much to learn from the Workshop on Publishing (23 Oct).

Otherwise, events at the JBF: we continue the debate on mother tongue education, 
the art exhibition on the Bill of Rights and insight into participants (Pili Dumea and 
Joan Rankin) at the Fair.

Join us and enjoy building a movement of readers.

Enjoy
Maria 

 Publishing in South Africa: some indicators
The Annual Book Publishing Industry Survey Report 2010 was completed in 
November 2011, by the University of Pretoria’s School of Information Technology; 
and funded by the Publishers Association of South Africa (PASA). While the authors 
note the challenge for statistically representative data, the survey results, even if only 
indicative, provide insight into the industry. Of the 83 PASA members, 42 completed 
the survey questionnaire.

The survey notes an overall turnover decline (5.7%) in the publishing industry in 
2010, compared to 2008. While the majority of new prints are in English, this is 
accounted for largely by academic and other textbooks. Interestingly, more Afrikaans 
language books are printed in fiction for adults and children, and religious books. In 
the African languages, books for school dominate, particularly books in isiXhosa. 

In terms of author profiles, female (white) authors outnumber males across all 
sectors in the industry, especially in the education sector. Black authors make up 
38% of authors in the education subsector. 

The ownership profile of the 42 participating publishers indicated that the majority 
(37) operated on a for-profit basis, and were public companies, five of which were 
listed on the stock exchange. Only five publishers were not-for-profit. 

The industry consists of large publishers with a turnover of R50 million, medium-size 
companies with a turnover between R5 - R49 million and small publishers with a 
turnover of less than R5 million. 

While black employees make up 51% of the total industry, black males account 
for 19%. White females dominate the top executive positions (47%); and their 
dominance in editorial positions is even higher (61%). Female employees hold 53% 
of all top executive positions and 89% of all editorial positions in the large publishing 
companies. The industry is predominantly female (black and white), and taken as a 
whole, it is 51% black and 49% white.

Tsohang Batjha Schools programme 
This year the Schools Programme has grown tremendously, to include over 330 
students from 11 schools and four Tsohang Batjha (Arise Youth) bookclubs from 
Johannesburg and surrounding townships. The programme is hosted by Tsohang 
Batjha (TB) members, who has been actively participating in book clubs with Jozi 
Book Fair. The TB groups were first for girls only, but now they include boys. 

The schools programme is an opportunity to expose students to many different 
activities, all linked to reading and understanding the world in which we live, as JBF 
says: ‘reading the word and the world’. 

Students will have a choice of 10 workshops to choose from. The workshops include  
‘Reading comics is FUNdamental’, Literature meets hip Hop, drama, introduction to 
blogging, open mic poetry, writing workshop, how to illustrate, films and a tour of 
the museum. Student then have an opportunity to engage in brief encounters and 
they have to choose one out of nine: art meets literature, cell phones and privacy, 
children’s rights, reading and the skateboard, discussing with English and Setswana 
speaking authors and ‘writing in your own language. The day ends with a roundtable 
in which ‘Bornfrees Speak!’ about the issues that concern them. 

Given their important role in the development of reading, the JBF invites principals 
and teachers to ‘Coffee with the guests of the Fair’, and a seminar discussion on 
strategies to encourage reading.
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Announcements

# Pre-JBF events: 

• Workshop on Publishing with Gothenburg Book Fair, 23 Oct 2013,   

8.30am

• Seminar: Reviving African Intellectualism: Professor Issa Shivji, 23 

October, 5pm

• Conference on Libraries:  Keynote by Walter Bgoya: Libraries, folktales             

and memory in Africa, 24 October, 8.30am

• Opening of Marikana Photo Exhibition, Workers Museum, 24 October,      

4.00pm

# JBF: 25-26 Oct, Friday-Saturday, Museum Africa

• Special Schools Programme on Friday (25 Oct) and Children’s 

Programme on Saturday (26 October)

• Over 100 activities: roundtables, seminars, workshops, & conversations  

with authors, tours and exhibitions and film festival.



PILI DUMEA: Children’s Book Coordinator
Pili Dumea is Executive Secretary of the Children’s Book Project (CBP), in Tanzania, 
an ngo formed in 1991. Their main goals are to cultivate a strong reading culture 
among children through providing books to increase their general knowledge; and 
develop their reading skills. The CBP also produces books for visually impaired 
children, the first text ever produced in Tanzania in 1994. In 2009, CBP organised the 
6th Pan African Reading, attended by 572 participants from 33 countries from Africa, 
the Americas, Europe and Asia.

The CBP has received many awards: from the National Kiswahili Council for 
promoting the Kiswahili Language in 2001; and in 2004 from the National Writers’ 
Association. In 2006, CBP won the Zeze Award from the Culture Trust Fund and 
the Tanzanian Government, for pioneering the publication of children’s books and 
training authors to strengthen local publishing of children’s reading materials. In 
2007, the King Sejong UNESCO Literacy Prize recognised their outstanding teacher 
training, production of books and teacher guides and the promotion of reading for 
youth and adults. In 2013, CBP received an honourable award from the Institute of 
Kiswahili Studies, University of Dar es Salaam, for promoting the Kiswahili Language. 
For more information please visit: www.cbp.or.tz 

* Dumea will participate in many activities at the Jozi Book Fair. 

Debate: Part 2
Mother-tongue education in South Africa
By: Mugabe Ratshikuni

Mother-tongue education is a strategic, long-term imperative for a country with a 
diverse and rich cultural heritage like South Africa, coming from a divided past where 
certain languages and people of colour were given preference over others in an 
unjust and an unfair manner. To mention this point, is not to be ‘over-emotional’, but 
to show an understanding and appreciation of the importance of ridding this country 
of its Apartheid legacy and the colonial structure of its society.

While this will require huge investment and re-allocation of resources, the benefits 
of a long-term promotion of diversity and building the ‘Rainbow Nation’ will far 
outweigh the costs if such an exercise is not undertaken. By developing all our 
languages, in the end we safeguard our cultures. After all, cost and levels of difficulty 
can never be used as a valid reason for refusing to undertake activities of strategic 
significance to the health and well being of a nation.

In South Africa the language and culture of Afrikaners developed as became more 
economically affluent. As part of the broader goal of transforming society and giving 
the black majority a greater say in the running of the country’s economy, we have to 
find a way to develop black languages by teaching children in their home languages, 
from an early age.
[Ratshikuni will participate in the JBF on both days, see programme for details.]

Art Exhibition: a critical look at the Bill Of 
Rights & building street art
By Wesley Pepper

This art exhibition on the Bill of Rights highlights how the arts mirror society and can 
be used as tool for social change. The exhibition is called Afrika Rea Bolela, and is 
the work of Bataki Collective, and includes Molefe Thwala, Nolan Stevens, Mbali 
Dhlamini, Jhon Vusi Mfupi, Zolile Phetshane. We’ll take the audience on a walkabout 
of the exhibition and then highlight the issues that face public art and how we 
overcome that. This is a open discussion for everyone. 

But we want to take this further into building street art and to look at strategic 
solutions. We’ll document the discussions that arise at the Jozi Book Fair, and try 
and follow up everyone throughout the year. 

This is part of building on our wall and street art. We will invite different collectives 
from across Gauteng to gather at certain points, with multiple styles that will include 
photography, chalk, mix media etc. The artwork/walls will be temporary as the 
materials will rub off. The different styles and techniques are all metaphors for the 
‘rainbow nation’ and its stereotypes. We’ll come back to the JBF next year and 
reflect.

Joan Rankin: children’s author and 
illustrator
Joan Rankin was born on 24 June and 
when she was three years old, her 
grandmother predicted that she was going 
to be a famous artist. This prediction was 
based on a drawing which Joan had done 
and interpreted for her grandmother. The 
prediction influenced the direction of her life 
and she began creating books as a child. 

Joan loves to draw animals. She explains 
that “they are non-racist and don’t get 
offended when drawn doing silly things”. 
 
Joan recognises the influence of many 
artists, illustrators, cartoonists and writers 
on her work. She reads widely and has an 
extensive collection of books which she 
refers to frequently. As a youngster, she 
loved that classic magazine, Punch and 
this influenced her sense of humour that 
appears in her illustrations. 

Joan was taught by well-known South African illustrator, Katrien Harries. She studied 
under Sidney Goldblatt and explored a range of techniques, mediums and subject 
matter. 

Joan has worked in commercial and fine art. She uses oils, acrylics, crayons and 
pencil. She has worked in woodcutting, calligraphy and puppet making. She also 
weaves and makes pottery.

Joan’s first children’s book was only published when she was in her forties, The 
far-away valley by Jenny Seed. Since then she has been published widely and 
illustrated books for other South African authors. 

Joan has won numerous awards for her children’s book illustrations and participated 
in exhibitions in Barcelona, Bratislava, Sarmede, New York and Japan. She lives with 
her husband and family in Johannesburg.

Joan will facilitate a workshop for adults on illustrating for children’s at the Jozi Book 
Fair, see programme for details.

IMPRINT

Jozi Book Fair
c/o Khanya College
5th floor, House of Movements
123 Pritchard Street
Johannesburg 2001
South Africa
Tel: +27 (0)11 336-9190
Fax: +27(0)11 336-9196
Email: jozibookfair@khanyacollege.org.za
Web: www.jozibookfair.org.za


