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Announcements

•	 Reading	Ambassador	of 	Sweden,	Johan	Unenge,	will	attend	Jozi	Book	

Fair,	25-26	October	2013.	

•	 Tri	 Continental	 Film	 Festival	 (TCFF),	 a	 JBF	 partner,	 continues	 till	 29	

September:	see	www.3continentsfestival.co.za/.	See	TCFF	movies	shown	

at	the	JBF.

•	 For	 all	 JBF	 information:	 Please	 contact	 Nokuthaba	 Vundla	 on	 011-

3369190/0843773005	or	email:	jozibookfair@khanyacollege.org.za

•	 Volunteer	to	assist	the	JBF?	Contact:	Juliet	Kabe	on	

							011-3369196/082	710	4308	

Editorial 

The JBF thanks all the journalists from various media who made the Programme Launch 
a delightful and interesting event. The debates on the importance of ‘mother-tongue 
learning’ in South Africa with eleven official languages gave rise to an additional event 
at the Fair. Besides the inputs of the journalists, we will also draw on the experience 
of the Tanzanian delegation, where Swahili is the daily intellectual language, and the 
Swedish delegation. 

My Class comes out every Tuesday with updates on the Fair, profiles on authors, 
exhibitors, events and debates. The ‘new look’ has the versatility of being a ‘wall 
newspaper’. Please support the movement for reading and the JBF and position My 
Class for a wider readership. 

JBF will participate in the Goteborg Book Fair with a digital exhibition on the Marikana 
massacre; and public events with fraternal organisations like the Swedish Workers 
Education (ABF). We hope to keep you posted from Goteborg.

Regards, 
Maria van Driel

Issa Shivji: Academic & Activist

Issa Gulamhussein Shivji, born in Kilosa, Tanzania in 1946, is one of Africa’s most 
distinguished intellectuals. He has taught and worked in universities all over the 
world, producing books, monographs and articles, and  weekly columns in national 
newspapers.  Professor Shivji has devoted most of his life to addressing issues on the 
exploitation of Tanzanians, in particular, and Africa in general. Issa Shivji is the ongoing 
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere Research Chair in Pan-African Studies at the University of Dar 
es Salaam. 

Professor Issa Shivji earned his LL.M and PhD at the London School of Economics 
and Political Science (LSE) and the University of Dar Es Salaam respectively. He also 
holds an LL.B from the University of Dar Es Salaam in Tanzania. He is married with 
children.

Influences

Shivji was an activist since high school. At university he entered the cauldron of debate 
that followed the Arusha Declaration by Mwalimu Nyerere and included the role of the 
university in a Socialist Tanzania.  This eventually resulted in the introduction of a 
course at the Faculty of Law on Social and Economic Problems of East Africa. “This 
course exposed us as students to Marxist texts and to the writings of Nkrumah, Fanon 
and others. That is how I was exposed to political economy. We read a lot, organized 
ourselves into the University Students African Revolutionary Front (USARF), involving 
people like Walter Rodney (1972), Yoweri Museveni and others, and conducted our 
own ideological classes.”

“Africa must refuse to be humiliated, exploited, and pushed around. And with the 
same determination we must refuse to humiliate, exploit, or push others around. We 
must act, not just say words.”

Issa Shivji will participate in a number of activities at Jozi Book Fair 2013. 

By: Ayesha Rajah

RIGHT2KNOW

The Right2Know Campaign was launched in August 2010 as a coalition of organisations 
and people responding to the protection of the state Information Bill (the Secrecy Bill). 
The Secrecy Bill is a symbol of broader obstacles to the free flow of information. 
These are not merely the rights of journalists or the privileges of an economic elite: 
free expression and access to information are the building blocks of an accountable 
democracy that is able to deliver on the basic needs of its people. Right2know 
mobilises on 4 legs which are; The Secrecy Bill, InfoAccessNow!, Media Freedom for 
All and Justice for Whistleblowers.

David Krut Projects

David Krut Projects is an alternative arts institution dedicated to encouraging an 
awareness of and careers in the arts and related literature and media, and to promoting 
contemporary culture in a dynamic, collaborative environment. David Krut’s art 
activities started in London in the early 1980’s when he published an edition by British 
artist Joe Tilson. 

David Krut’s Project includes; David Krut Print Workshop (DKW), a collaborative intaglio 
and monotype studio established in 2002 and David Krut Publishing established in 
1997 when Krut produced the first major publication on William Kentridge in CD-ROM 
format. Since then he has published many art books, including a series of 15 TAXI Art 
Books, the first-ever series of monographs on contemporary South African artists. 
David Krut Projects has locations in Johannesburg, Cape Town and New York.

By: Dineo Mohoje

Book Review: Uncumo lweminyanya (The Smile of the 
Ancestral Spirits)

Published by: Siliware Media

A King of the Mpondos (Eastern Cape), had a son after many years of waiting for 
an heir. The night before the son was born an incident occurs which only the king 
knows about, that impacts on Mtswephe’s life. He sometimes ‘sees and hears’ things, 
unknown to others. When Mtswephe cries or gets angry, lightning strikes and thunders 
in the sky.

The story is about the difficulties of Mtswephe Ginxingingxis’ life, born in a village in 
Pondoland, the last born, a son of king Zanesamani and queen Ma Yirha, with two 
sibling sisters. 

What is the king’s secret, that causes so much pain and suffering to his only son? If 

	  



the Cwerha ancestors are not pleased, what steps can the entire kingdom take so that 
the ancestors can smile again. Do ancestors really exist? If they do, how influencial are 
they on the living? And, can that spirit live in another person’s body.

This is a very interesting book, that makes you laugh and smile, and want to continue 
although the language is not so easy to read. It is sometimes said that Xhosa isn’t easy 
to understand but the elders usually say “isiXhosa asitolikwa” (what we say in xthe 
language is what we mean).

By: Anga Piliso

S. C. MTWANA & the influences of Uncumo 
Lweminyanya (The Smile of the Ancestral Spirits)

Samkelo Callaway Mtwana was born to teacher parents in KuBele Locality in Tsolo, 
Eastern Cape. He is the ninth-born in a family of eleven children – six girls and five boys. 
He grew up with a passion for reading, writing and drama. However, such passions are 
seldom realised in the rural setting and Mtwana settled for “acting” and writing short 
stories that were played on air in the now defunct Radio Transkei. He had better luck 
with his other passion, law. He now holds a Master’s degree in law from the University 
of South Africa and is a legal advisor by one of the biggest state-owned enterprises in 
South Africa. Mtwana has published a number of articles on various legal topics, his 
speciality being tax law. He is married to Pindiwe and they have  three children. 

What influenced writing the book
There is an unending, albeit quiet, debate about what happens to the spiritual part 
of a human (the soul) upon the demise and burial of the body. The author hopes that 
Uncumo Lweminyanya, though a work of fiction, will be able to trigger a live debate of 
the unresolved issues surrounding life after death, or the non-existence thereof. 
Above all, the desire to make people laugh, and laugh at themselves influenced the 
author to write this work.

Mtwana is a self-publisher, and his book with be launched at the JBF.

DEBATE ON MOTHER TONGUE LEARNING AND 
TEACHING

The Annual National Assessment (ANA) at schools is now in full swing. These tests 
measure learner competencies in Language (literacy) and Maths (numeracy). In both 
national and International assessments, the results for South African learners make 
grim reading. The fact is that South Africa is at the bottom of the class and poorer, less 
resourced countries have higher levels of literacy and numeracy. The question is why?

We cannot look at this just from a schooling perspective, schools reflect wider society. 
We have not dealt with the socio-economic problems that beset us during apartheid. 
Very little has changed for millions of people in South Africa. One of the areas where 
very little has changed is education. Less than half the learners who start school finish; 
and only a small number of these gain access to higher education. Those who leave 
our schools are barely literate. Has the language of instruction anything to do with 
these alarming trends?

At the JBF Programme Launch on the 17th of September at Khanya College, the issue 
of mother tongue instruction provoked animated and passionate debate. In the next 
issue of My Class, we will print two opposing views,  for and against. The JBF and 
Khanya College welcome all debate and discussion that will deepen our understanding 
on why literacy levels are so low.

The debate on mother tongue language will be continued at the JBF. See Roundtable 
Discussion at the JBF 2013. 

By: Ayesha Rajah

Tsohang Batjha views “Nikki and the Tiger Girls!”

On Saturday 21st September, at 11:30 am, Tsohang Batjha attended the film screening 
of “Nikki and the Tiger Girls”, about a girls pop group band. The film is set in Burma, 
still under military control. This was part of the partnership between Jozi Book Fair and 
the Tri Continental Film Festival. The film is about four girls following their dream to 
become pop stars in a country that restricts creativity or self- expression. According 
to the film, the girl group is the first to be established in the country. The documentary 
took us through a journey from their trainer, Nikki, and the difficulties in achieving their 
dream. It was interesting that each of the 5 girls had their own individual problems 
and different individuals can relate to this. This was a thought provoking documentary 
which raised a lot of questions about issues such as self-esteem and self-image, 
freedom, creativity, and pursuing dreams. I believe that some of the issues were 
pertinent to the Tsohang Batjha, young people who have same issues.

After the film screening the discussion showed that almost everyone enjoyed the film 
and participated in the Q&A and raised many questions. The film was truly inspiring 
and encouraged a dialogue about human rights, self – esteem, women and creative 
freedom.

By: Dineo Mohoje

JBF Press Briefing

On Tuesday the 17th of September, members of the press attended the JBF Programme 
Launch at Khanya College. 

This was done to share the history, the aims and the programme of the JBF this year 
and to discuss these and any related issue.  Oupa Lehulere, the director of Khanya 
College gave a brief background to Khanya College and its work . He  recounted how 
Khanya was born in 1986 out of SACHED (South African Council for Higher Education) 
to serve as a bridge for black students to gain entry into university. Lehulere said that 
Khanya College continues to assist various constituencies within poor and working 
class communities through educational and training workshops, publications and 
research.

Maria Van Driel, director of the Jozi Book Fair, said that the aim of the fair was to 
promote a culture of reading and writing through developing a literary movement. The 
JBF brings together readers, writers, book clubs and publishers committed to social 
justice, as a fair “not just for celebrity authors” but rather a “fair from below”. 

By: Ayesha Rajah
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