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Announcements
• JBF Programme Launch & Cocktails: 17th September.
• Register your book club with the JBF and build an independent readers’ 
movement. 
• JBF visits Goteborg Book Fair: Marikana Exhibition & Seminars with 
Swedish Workers Education (ABF). 
• JBF partnership with the Tri Continental Film Festival (TCFF): 
   -a special film screening for Tsohang Batjha Youth called Miss Nikki and                      
the Tiger Girls: on 21st September.
   - Select movies will be shown at the JBF, 25-26 October
• TCFF runs from 13 to 29 September 2013: see www.tcff.org.za
• For all JBF information: Please contact Nokuthaba Vundla on 011-
3369190 or email: jozibookfair@khanyacollege.org.za
• JBF requests ‘giveaways’ from publishers and bookshops as prizes for 
students and the public. Thanks to Graysonian for their contribution of 
books and Mosala Masedi for CDs on lyrical poetry

Editorial 
The launch of the JBF Programme almost one month before the Fair is an important 
feat. This is one of many advances that reflects the support and good will of many 
people, brought together by the aims of the Jozi Book Fair, to deepen a culture of 
reading and writing and thereby to strengthen tolerance, respect and citizenship. 

While we welcome the participation of the Guest of the Fair, Walter Bgoya, and 
other illustrious guests from Tanzania, Kenya, Sweden and South Africa, we wish 
to acknowledge each and everyone for their contribution to the Fair. The JBF is the 
fair for everyone - self-publishers, famous authors, illustrators, artists, librarians, 
parents, teachers and journalists - this is the key aspect of the JBF as ‘a Fair with a 
difference!’

Sincere thanks to everyone.

Regards
Maria 

 JBF Programme Launch
The JBF Programme launch takes place a month before the fair to enable the public 
especially parents, schools, libraries and enlightened employers, to plan and set 
aside time to attend the Fair on 25-26 October 2013 at Museum Africa. 

The early launch gives us the time to profile international and local authors, 
participating organisations, self-publishers and various events: roundtable 
discussions, seminars, workshops, conversations and book launches. The Fair has 
something for everyone, from children to youth, to teaching pregnant mums to read 
to their unborn children. 

The Fair includes amongst others: literary works, conversations with authors and 
lesbian flash fiction. Roundtable discussions focus on various issues from the 
publishing industry to elections in 2014. The violence against women and children 
and the recent sex scandals finds resonance in the significant focus on domestic 
violence (book launch) and women, power and sexuality in South Africa (seminars). 
The dedicated programme for youth includes book-related skills workshops, and 
a strong focus on children and children’s literature in three countries: Tanzania, 
Sweden and South Africa. 

The illustrious delegations from Tanzania include the Guest of the Fair, Walter Bgoya, 
a publisher, children’s author and activist. He is accompanied by the esteemed 
academic activist, Professor Issa Shivji; and promoter of children’s literature, Ms. Pilli 
Dumea. Bgoya and Shivji will also participate in a public meeting at the University of 
Johannesburg on The thought of Mwalimu Julius Nyerere. 

The Swedish delegation includes Goteborg Book Fair (GBF) and Swedish Workers 
Education (ABF). The GBF will host workshops on publishing and children’s 
literature. The ABF celebrates its centenary and will reflect on their experience to 
educate the Swedish people, especially workers. The ABF promotes adult education 
and study circles for unions and members of the public, to improve their careers 
and citizenship. The Transport Workers Union of Sweden and their SA counterpart, 
SATAWU, will launch their book, Transport and Climate Change. 

The Fair promote indigenous languages and this year focuses on isiXhosa, Setswana 
and Afrikaans. 

The Fair is open to the public on both days but the school programme is on Friday, 
25th October, and Jozi Children’s programme is on Saturday, 26th October. Publishers 
and ngos will exhibit their publications.

JBF supports Spelling Competition 
The second Spelling Competition was held on 6 September 2013 at Wits University 
and consisted of 96 learners. The Competition was initiated by Wits Volunteers 
(students), and included partners: Jozi Book Fair (JBF), Wits Language School and 
19 primary schools. 

Learners were given ‘seen words’ to learn and ‘mystery words’ were added at the 
competition. Before the competition began the rules were outlined and the first 
round was to give learners an opportunity to understand the competition. 
Learners were required to ‘Say the word, spell the word and say the word again’. 
Incorrectly spelt words were written correctly on the board. 
The competition was very exciting, although learners were understandably nervous. 
Berea Primary won the competition and received a trophy and special gifts. All 
learners were winners and received gifts, including Tsohang Batjha T-shirts. In 
her vote of thanks the JBF director, Maria van Driel, thanked all the learners for 
their bravery, and noted the words of Guinea Bissau’s leader, Amilcar Cabral: ‘The 
children are the flowers of the future…’ The WVs and their coordinator, Karuna 
Singh, did a great job.

By Juliet Kabe



Fair partners TCFF
Jozi Book Fair will partner the Tri Continental Human Rights Film Festival (TCFF) and 
select films will be shown at the Fair on 25-26 October, including our focus on the 
Arab Spring. 

The TCFF runs from 13-29 September, at Cinema Nouveau and the Bioscope. A 
special screening for Tsohang Batjha Youth will take place during the festival. The 
JBF organises Tsohang Batjha book clubs.

The TCFF is the largest film festival on the African continent dedicated to films that 
focus on challenges facing humanity today. Over 40 documentaries will be screened 
to audiences in Johannesburg, Pretoria and Cape Town. The films are also available 
to communities, schools and non-profit public events. 

TCFF is a chance to see documentary at its best. The festival is a platform for 
debate, advocacy and activism. The cinema becomes a space that transcends 
passive consumption, where invited speakers – filmmakers, lawyers, activists, 
specialists and writers – discuss with audiences. Often this leads to “What can 
we do?” and then the film has revealed its power to people thinking about active 
engagement. 

By Anita Khanna

Author Profile: Dolar Vasani
Dolar Vasani was born in Uganda, but grew up in England, after her family like 
many other Indian families at the time, was expelled by Idi Amin. Her career has 
predominantly focused on international development, and Vasani’s work was 
based in Southern and East Africa for the United Nations, Oxfam and the Volunteer 
Services Overseas (VSO). She lives with her partner in the Netherlands and South 
Africa. Vasani will be in Conversation at the JBF. 

Book Review: Not Yet Uhuru 
Lesbian Flash Fiction
By Dolar Vasani, published by Bright Pen (2013)
Reviewed by Ayesha Rajah

Flash fiction is the name given to short 
stories not exceeding 1 200 words. Each 
story is supported by an illustration done 
by Andrea Rolfes. Dollar Vasani’s book 
challenges pre-conceived notions of 
femininity, love and sex in Africa. Each of 
the twelve stories captures the subversive 
spirit of her characters who put love 
above all else. “These tales are about 
women, daughters, sisters, mothers and 
grandmothers finding out, coming out, 
being out and staying out.” 

The characters in each story have to 
overcome challenges: falling in love with 
straight woman, married woman or being 
married and loving someone else. All the 
women have to deal with homophobia 
and prejudice within the ambit of their 
personal, political and professional lives.

The book is erotic in words and beautiful 
illustrations. If you enjoyed the L word, 
you’ll want to dash out and buy a copy.

Dolar Vasani is brave in the context of mounting homophobia among the ruling 
African elite, where who you choose to share your bed with, might cost you your life. 
Yes it is not yet uhuru!

Conference on the Role of Libraries
This year the Jozi Book Fair we will host a conference on its theme ‘Reading the 
Word and the World: the Role of Libraries’. The conference will take place on 
Thursday, 24 October 2013 at Museum Africa, in Newtown, Johannesburg.

A key aspect of developing a reading and writing culture in society rests with 
the important role of libraries. Historically, libraries collect, organise, protect and 

preserve knowledge and information and also make this available to individuals and 
communities. 

In South Africa, despite almost 20 years of democracy, communities and schools’ 
access to libraries still reflect issues of colour and social class. This is expressed 
in the national education crisis, high unemployment and poor levels of skills and 
intolerance, amongst many others.  

The conference will focus on a range of issues: discussing libraries historically 
in Africa and their role in archiving folktales; case studies from Emfuleni and the 
University of Johannesburg to promote reading; case studies from Sweden on the 
role of libraries in uplifting people out of poverty; Equal Education’s campaign for 
libraries in schools and practical strategies to promote reading for parents, librarians 
and the public. 

The Conference is open to everyone who is concerned about the state of reading 
and education. Members of the public are encouraged to attend.

Graysonian Press (South Africa) & 
Heartspace Publications (Australia)
In 2007, my idea to start a publishing house emerged not long after my first book 
was published. I vividly remember the run-around that I experienced dealing with 
publishers - all I wanted was fairness and to be treated with respect, not slush piles 
and arrogance. My publishing house would be one that was gentle and respectful to 
South African authors, give them a fair chance, while producing books of inspiration 
- so Graysonian Press was born in Johannesburg.

To develop the business I decided to incorporate Australia and the improvement 
was almost immediate. All our books are published electronically. We are blessed 
with wonderful authors who publish their precious work with us. True to our initial 
mission: inspirational books that change your world, we have four categories:

1. A broad range of ‘Self-help’ books to lift your self-esteem and motivation. 
2.  Health genre books that provide answers to health issues.  
3. A range of spiritual (non-religious) books that will help you grow.
4. The fourth is a “general” category on everything from animals to children’s books 
and cooking.

If you want to be inspired or have a book that you want us to help you with, head to 
www.heartspacebooks.com or email me pat@graysonian.com

By Pat Graysonian

Nal’ibali at Jozi Book Fair
Nali’ibali will participate in the Jozi Book Fair’s Jozi Children’s Programme on 
Saturday, 26 October 2013, at Museum Africa. This is a semi-structured programme 
of play, face-painting, reading in English and indigenous languages and story-telling. 
The Guest of the Fair, Walter Bgoya, will also read some of his children’s stories.

Nal’ibali (isiXhosa for “here’s the story”) is a national reading-for-enjoyment 
campaign to spark children’s potential through storytelling and reading. Children 
who are immersed in well-told stories – and in languages they understand – become 
inspired and are motivated to learn to read for themselves. 

Nal’ibali is driven by PRAESA (the Project for the Study of Alternative Education), 
Times Media and a growing number of partners. Through sustained mentoring and 
collaboration with communities, reading clubs, literacy organisations, volunteers, 
and a vibrant media campaign, Nal’ibali is helping to root an everyday literacy 
culture. For more information visit www.nalibali.org or email info@nalibali.org
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