
Editorial

Welcome to JOZI BOOK FAIR 2013 

Dear Readers, writers, small publishers and the public!
Welcome to the 5th annual Jozi Book Fair to be held 
at Museum Africa on Friday-Saturday, 25-26 October 
2013. This year the theme of the Fair is Reading the word 
and the world: the role of libraries, and we look forward 
especially to the participation of librarians and libraries 
in JBF events. This is an opportunity to focus on the 
important role that libraries play in society and to take 
stock of what has been achieved after almost 20 years of 
this country’s democracy. 2014 is also an election year 
and there is much to debate, especially as this will be the 
first time that ‘born-frees’, those born in the ‘new’ South 
Africa will vote. 

This year the ‘Guest of the Fair’ is Tanzanian-born 
children’s author, renowned African publisher and human 
rights activist, Walter Bgoya. My Class will run a number 
of articles on Bgoya and a ‘country focus’ on Tanzania. 
We will also host a significant delegation of Swedish 
authors to participate in JBF as part of our partnership 
with Göteborg Book Fair. 

The JBF’s programme has been strengthened with 
various organisations hosting events. This ensures that 
the Fair caters to broad public interest groups, including 
children. The JBF’s book clubs, especially Tsohang 
Batjha, the youth/student clubs at schools and libraries, 
will also participate. We will launch the Programme of 
Activities for JBF 2013 in September. 

Last year more than 2500 adults attended the Fair, 
besides the children and the youth who came in for free. 
This year we intend to improve the attendance to the 
Fair, the marketing, the programme and the number of 
exhibitors. JBF 2013 promises to be an interesting Fair 
enjoyed by everyone. 

Lastly, thank you for your good will and support for the 
ethos and vision of the JBF. We look forward to seeing 
you and working with you!

Best wishes
Maria van Driel
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Announcements

•	 Jozi Book Fair 2013 will take place on Friday-
Saturday, 25-26 October 2013, Museum Africa, 
Newtown.

•	 REGISTER FOR JBF 2013!!! CALL to Exhibitors, 
small publishers, and indigenous language 
publishers: Registration closes 6 September 2013. 
Registration Forms at: www.jozibookfair.org.za or 
email us on jozibookfair@khanyacollege.org.za

•	 JBF Conference: Reading the word and the world: 
the role of libraries: Thursday, 24th October 2013, 
at Museum Africa. The afternoon sessions will 
include skills workshops for librarians. The public 
is welcome to attend. See call for papers on JBF 
website.

•	 JBF Programme: if you wish to host an event or 
book launch, please contact us!

•	 Book clubs: Register with the JBF and build 
a reader’s movement. Free entry to JBF. 
ALL Queries: Tel: 011-3369190 or email: 
jbfbookclubs@khanyacollege.org.za

25 & 26 October 2013
@ Museum Africa, Newtown

www.jozibookfair.org.za 
011 336 9190

DESIGN 
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Register for JBF 2013!!  

T he registration to exhibit for the 5th Annual Jozi Book 
Fair is open! Although Khanya College is a not-for-

profit, social justice organisation, exhibitor fees have 
remained unchanged for the past five years. This reflects 
our commitment to promote a culture of reading and 
support for small and indigenous language publishers. 

The JBF team has made a considered effort to improve 
administration, organisation and communication with 
exhibitors. The exhibitor responses to the telephonic 
Evaluation held in February was overwhelmingly positive; 
and we acted on suggestions to improve the Fair.  
Similarly, the Göteborg Book Fair (Sweden) partnership 
has provided invaluable assistance to improve the 
Fair; and the JBF Director has also met with individual 
publishers to assess specific needs, and to improve 
relations.  

All exhibitor/publishers are requested to assist the JBF: 
host an event or book launch and market the Fair using 
your website, posters, social media and word of mouth. 
Exhibitors are requested to register soon with the JBF, 
as stalls are limited. This will also improve the marketing 
of the Fair. Registration Forms and the Terms and 
Conditions are available on the JBF website.

Guest of JBF: Walter Bgoya

Jozi Book Fair proudly announces that the 2013 
‘Guest of the Book Fair’ is Tanzanian-born publisher, 

children’s author and human rights activist, Walter 
Bgoya. The ‘Guest’ is usually someone who advocates 
the aims, values and vision of the Fair. In his life’s 
work Bgoya has promoted solidarity with the liberation 
struggles in Africa and beyond, the promotion of reading 
and indigenous African languages, in particular Kiswahili, 
children’s literature, and publishing in Africa. This edited 
interview with Bgoya is from: www.noeasyvictories.org/
select/04_bgoya.php 

“At the end of July 1961, I and several hundred other 
African students left our different countries on scholarships 
offered by the African American Institute. I was placed at 
the University of Kansas and stayed with a generous and 
deeply religious white family in El Dorado. 

I went to church every Sunday. Not having seen any black 
person in the church, I was intrigued and asked my hosts 
if there were any black people in the town. Yes, I was told, 
there were Negroes (the term in use then), but they had 
their own churches. I thought it strange that there were 
separate churches for black and white people, but I did 
not pursue it. 

I had four years of intense involvement in the struggle 
against different forms of racial discrimination at the 
university and in the town surrounding it, leading to the 

1964 takeover of the administration building. Protesters 
were arrested, tried, and acquitted. The story is told in 
This Is America? The Sixties in Lawrence, Kansas, by 
Rusty Monhollon (2002).  

I returned to Tanzania in 1965, having learned many 
lessons in the United States. I learned to speak up and to 
challenge authority when I believed it was wrong. 

Back home, my outspokenness did not endear me to my 
superiors at work in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, or to 
politicians. A one party state under the Tanganyika African 
National Union (TANU), Tanzania was hierarchical and 
authoritarian, and one was expected to conform and to 
do as one was told.

It was clear that I needed to make some alliances if I was to 
survive. A group of youth leaders were invited by Mwalimu 
Nyerere [Tanzania’s first president] to form the TANU 
Study Group, a think tank for the ruling party. I was asked 
to join and we met once a week on Sundays to discuss 
current political and economic issues, both national and 
international, and to forward recommendations to the 
party leadership. Major issues during that period included: 
the struggles for liberation from Portuguese colonialism 
in Angola, Mozambique, and Guinea-Bissau; settler 
colonialism in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and South West 
Africa (Namibia); apartheid in South Africa; the Vietnam 
War and support for Cuba.  

In the Ministry of Foreign Affairs I was assigned to the 
Africa desk and it was there that I met and worked with 
liberation movements [like the African National Congress 
and the Pan African Congress] and their leaders. I also 
worked with the OAU’s Liberation Committee, based in 
Dar es Salaam. [The OAU was the forerunner of the African 
Union, which recently celebrated its 50th anniversary.]

Bgoya will discuss liberation and the challenges facing 
Africa today in a roundtable discussion at the JBF 
in October. We will continue the focus on Bgoya in 
forthcoming editions of My Class, in preparation for the 
Fair.
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Frederick Douglass (1818-
1895): ex-slave & women’s 
rights activist
Frederick Douglass 
was born into slavery in 
Maryland in the United 
States of America in 
1818.  He was a gifted 
writer, orator, intellectual, a 
passionate campaigner to 
end slavery and advocate 
of women’s rights. 

Sophia Auld, the wife of 
one of his slave owners, 
taught Douglass the alphabet although it was forbidden 
to teach slaves to read. Her husband frowned on this 
saying that if slaves learnt to read they would soon 
demand freedom. However, Douglass pursued his 
struggle to learn to read secretly, and in his life’s work, 
he demonstrates his own belief: “Once you learn to 
read, you will forever be free.” 

Douglass escaped from slavery in 1838 and lived in 
New York. In 1945 he published his autobiography, 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American 
Slave. He was a supporter of women’s rights, including 
the right to vote. He died in 1895. Photo & information: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Douglass

Calling Readers & Book Clubs!
‘Once you learn to read you will be forever free’

The rise of book clubs has helped to make reading 
sexy. Oprah Winfrey, a talk show host from the United 

States, has perhaps the most famous book club in the 
world. But one does not need to be rich or famous to 
start a book club. In fact, reading is an act of freedom. 
Slaves were forbidden to read because reading is a 
powerful tool to free the mind, body and soul, and 
help us understand the world in which we live. Hence, 
Frederick Douglas’ words: ‘Once you learn to read you 
will be forever free’ are so true (see the article in this 
edition).  

Book club members encourage each other to read and 
to finish books. This exposes members to different 
kinds of books, for instance, on crime and romance, and 
different authors. The club enables everyone to have 
opinions and to debate issues. Most of all, book clubs 
enable self-education. This is freedom: no teacher or 
parent telling you what to do or to read. 

All you need to set 
up a book club is a 
couple of friends, a 
comfortable spot to 
meet and a good book 
to read. Book clubs 
are similar to running 
a stokvel or any other 
‘society’; it just needs 
people to share with 
each other. How 
often you meet and 
the books you read 
depend entirely on the 
clubs’ members. You 
don’t need expensive 
books, join a library 
and access a wide 
range of books. While 
we still don’t have many libraries at our schools and in 
our communities, perhaps there is a library close to you. 
Other options include second-hand bookshops and 
informal booksellers where you can find books in good 
condition for as little as R5. 

JBF promotes a movement of readers! Register your 
book club with the JBF to profile your club on our 
website, share book reviews, discuss books, network 
and meet your favourite author. Once registered, 
your book clubs has free entry to the JBF on Friday, 
25 October 2013, with special programmes and 
conversations with authors. We encourage book clubs 
at schools and libraries to attend. For more information 
about setting up a book club, please call JBF at 011-336 
9190, or email us on jbfbookclubs@khanyacollege.org.za

By Namhla Tshisela

JBF Partners with National 
Library

The National Library of South Africa (NLSA), a partner 
the Jozi Book Fair (JBF), will exhibit on 25-26 October 

2013, at Museum Africa, in Newtown, Johannesburg. 

The NLSA Head of Corporate and International 
Relations, Andrew Malotle, said the NLSA was dedicated 
to promoting a reading culture, the reading of indigenous 
languages and contributing to the social and economic 
development of communities. He said the NLSA believed 
that access to information and libraries is a human right.
 
The NLSA will exhibit some literary classics written 
by Africans in indigenous languages, including 

CALLING ALL 

Besides, reading is cool! Join a Book club and share the fun. Reading is for all.

"Once you learn to read, you will be forever free."

READERS & BOOK CLUBS!

Build a reading movement and network with JBF book clubs! 
Inquiries: 011-336 9190 or email: jozibookfair@khanyacollege.org.za 



Isilodlhelo sakaNzunza noManala by A.B.Mthombeni, 
Ityala Lamawele by S.E.K Mqhayi and Inkinsela 
yaseMgungundlovu by Sibusiso Nyembezi. These books 
were previously out of print.

The NLSA has the largest repository of works published 
in South Africa, including newspapers, rare manuscripts, 
maps, books, government publications and official 
foreign publications. The NLSA collects and preserves 
these sources of knowledge for research and educational 
purposes by anyone interested in them.

The NLSA also runs the Centre for the Book (CFB) in 
Cape Town that hosts International Literacy Day on 8 
September every year and Isiqalo (First Words in Print), a 
programme for children living in rural areas. 

The NLSA offers small grants to writers and groups who 
wish to publish their written works. Writers should apply 
before 30 April each year, to qualify for these grants. For 
more information: website: www.nlsa/ac/za or phone 
012-3255707 or email: infodesk@nlsa.ac.za

Book Review
The Story of Katope: Boy Created from Dark Brown 
Earth by Walter Bgoya

Mkuki na Nyota Publishers (May 2005)

Reviewed by Namhla Tshisela  

In a country that has not 
seen rain in many years, an 

old woman hears a voice in 
a dream telling her to make a 
shape of little boy by mixing 
brown soil and water. The 
voice in the dream however 
warns her that the boy born 
out of mud should always 
avoid water and never let the 
rain fall on him.  
 
The woman does as she is told in the dream and one day 
wakes up to find an infant boy in a pot, whom she names 
Katope. She teaches Katope a song to remind him that 
he must run home to avoid getting wet. One day Katope 
gets caught in the rain and this has sad consequences 
for him and his parents. 

The story is similar to traditional African folktales told to 
children throughout history. It is best read out aloud to 
younger children. Older children will enjoy it because it is 
written in simple English that is easy to follow. The pages 
include beautiful illustrations that can also be understood 
by children who have not learnt to read. 
Walter Bgoya is the Guest of Jozi Book Fair 2013 (see 
article in this edition).

Göteborg inspires JBF
The Jozi Book Fair (JBF) and the Göteborg Book Fair 
(GBF), based in Sweden have entered into a cultural 
exchange programme. This enables the JBF to draw on 
the rich experience of GBF, evident when Maria van Driel 
and Sthembele Ngobeni, the JBF director and marketing 
coordinator respectively, participated in a 2-week training 
visit to GBF in June 2013. 

The GBF’s origins are humble, as we learnt from 
discussions with members of the original team, Bertil 

Falck the founder and Gunilla Sandin the Programme 
Director.  Both of them retraced the hard work and 
sacrifices that went into building the GBF: months 
without a salary, door-to-door visits to publishers, and 
long hours, often without weekends and holiday breaks.
 
Established in 1985, the GBF began with 5000 visits, and 
by 2012 the numbers had grown to 99 000 visits, with 
more than 800 participants, 18 different activity stages 
and a programme of almost 400 seminars. The GBF 
is today the largest cultural event in northern Europe, 
and possibly influences the Nobel prizes. The walls of 
the GBF offices are covered with Nobel Laureates like 
Wole Soyinka, Doris Lessing, Desmond Tutu and Nadine 
Gordimer, and authors from all over the world: a history 
of the fair.

The GBF is an extraordinary feat achieved over almost 
30 years. While there is much to draw from the GBF -  
especially the meticulous administration, marketing and 
logistics - it is Bertil and Gunilla’s passion, commitment 
and tenacity that inspires us to pursue the JBF vision. 
The GBF also gives a sense of perspective that book 
fairs cannot be built overnight.

The exchange programme continues in September when 
the JBF will exhibit at the GBF, and promote the work 
of local publishers. In October, a Swedish delegation 
including authors and librarians will participate in JBF 
2013.
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