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Editorial 
 4th Jozi Book Fair – 27, 28th October 2012!

New dates for JBF

Khanya College is happy to announce that this year 
the 4th Jozi Book Fair (JBF) will take place from 

26-28 October 2012 at Museum Africa in Newtown, 
Johannesburg. For the past three years the JBF was 
closely aligned to Khanya’s annual Winter School that 
takes place at the end of July and the beginning of 
August. The Winter School is a major event for the 
College as it brings together activists from all over 
South Africa and Southern Africa. Therefore, after closer 
consideration, consultation and  evaluation, we decided 
to delink the JBF from the Winter School. As an annual 
event the JBF will take place in October every year, 
and this year it will be 27-28 October. The venue for 
the JBF remains the same. We believe that this change 
will provide us with the necessary leverage to improve 
our preparation and ensure a better organised and 
popularised JBF.  

Conference on Literacy

This year the JBF’s thematic focus is on ‘Literacy: 
Reading the word and the world’ - . and will open 
with a Conference on Friday, 26th October 2012. The 
Conference will not only focus on literacy in terms of 
reading and writing, but will reflect in the Freirian sense, 
on the need to understand the world in which we live in 
so that we can engage in social action. Historically, this 
reminds us of the working class struggles in countries 
like Britain for the right to education and the mass 
literacy campaigns that were undertaken in countries 
like Cuba, to empower people. At the heart of these 
demands and campaigns, was the need to empower 
the poor, the marginalised and the peasants,  to take 
control of their lives and bring about social change. 
These literacy campaigns did not only teach people to 
read and write, but mobilised people to understand the 
world and become social agents and take control of their 
lives. The theme, ‘reading the word and the world’ has a 
mulitiplicity of meanings, relevant to  building the social 
justice movement in South Africa. The Conference will 
also include reflection on the literacy movement in South 
Africa from the point of movement building in the current 
context. 

 

Book Fair

The annual Book Fair will proceed on 27th - 28th 
October with its usual programme of seminars, 
roundtables, debates, films, storytelling, poetry and 
book launches. However, in addition to the participation 
of small publishers, this year, given our theme, we will 
include the participation of literacy organisations and 
movements in South Africa, to exhibit their work and 
educational materials. 

 Maria van Driel 
JBF Coordinator

Announcements
• Jozi Book Fair Conference on Literacy: ‘Reading 
the word and the world’, Friday 26th October 
2012, House of Movements, 123 Pritchard Street, 
Johannesburg.

• 4th Jozi Book Fair takes place 27-28 October 
2012, Museum Africa, Newtown.

• Registration is open for those wishing to exhibit 
and have a stall. Registration forms are available 
on our website: www.jozibookfair.org.za
  
• Please call Portia Mosia for all your queries: 011-
3369190 or 0843773009 or email: Portia.Mosia@
khanyacollege.org.za
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About the Jozi Book Fair 

Some of the major challenges facing post-apartheid 
South Africa are unemployment, skills development 

and the general improvement in the quality of life for the 
mass of historically disadvantaged communities. These 
and many other challenges can be traced to a weak 
culture of reading and writing in South Africa’s historically 
disadvantaged communities. In Khanya College’s 
movement building work it has become clear that the 
lack of a strong literacy culture stands as a major barrier 
to achieving these objectives. In particular, our work with 
study groups, and with the production of media for social 
movements has come up against this weak culture. The 
overall objective of the Jozi Book Fair (JBF) is to provide 
a public, visible platform, where key social partners can 
come together and promote a culture of literacy. 

After a review of the past three editions of the JBF since 
2009, we decided to deepen our focus to develop a 
culture of critical literacy. We also decided that every 
year the JBF should focus on a particular theme and 
constituency base, and link up with particular partners 
related to that base. At the same time we are mindful 
to maintain the JBF’s overall appeal to particular 
constituencies – readers, writers, community journalists, 
small publishers, literacy movements - and the broader 
public.  

Partners for Jozi Book Fair
By Lornia Molepo

Given the shift in our approach to the JBF, highlight 
a different thematic focus and constituency every 

year, we are partnering with three organisations who 
work with the literacy movement in South Africa, namely 
the Tembaletu Trust, the Centre for Education Rights and 
Transformation and the DVV International.

The Tembaletu Trust, was formed in 1993 and is 
based in Pietermaritzburg. Tembaletu, seeks to raise the 
level of awareness, knowledge and skills of marginalised 
communities and individuals through the provision of 
quality information, resources and education and training 
programmes in resourceful and accountable ways. 

The Centre for Education Rights and 
Transformation (CERT) was formed in 2009 and is 
based at the University of Johannesburg. CERT seeks to 
make a positive contribution to knowledge creation and 
social transformation. It combines academic research 
with action learning, fostering educational rights and 
change at the grass roots level. 

The DVV International is the Institute for International 
Cooperation of the German Adult Education Association. 
DVV is commited to human rights and the promotion of 
women and gender equality. DVV provides support to 
adult and youth education and development. 

These organisations have all participated in the 
education, literacy and social justice movements in 
South Africa. Through Khanya’s collaboration the college 
aims to ensure that as many literacy organisations as 
possible participate, and that the Jozi Book Fair, reflects 
the literacy movement in South Africa, and the key issues 
and concerns that arise from this movement.

FAJ: A voice for community 

By  Greddah Makwana & Elizabeth Maqhubu

Despite democracy, many people cannot read 
and write and don’t have basic services. Existing 

newspapers do not express or address the needs and 
stories of oppressed communities. Khanya College 
therefore formed the Forum of Activists Journalists (FAJ) 
in 2011 to promote literacy and develop community 
activists to write their own stories. 

The FAJ workshops improve writing skills, develop 
journalists’ ethics and raise awareness of the world. 
The basic writing and media skills workshop teaches 
upcoming journalists how to write well thought-out  
stories. This is also a space to share ideas and write 
about the plight of their communities and the different 
struggles they experience.

This year FAJ workshops were conducted in Harrismith, 
Carltonville, Sasolburg and Johannesburg inner city. In 
May 2012 the FAJ website was launched which contains 
information about the project, journalism and our 
members. When FAJ started, there were only 13 activists 
but by June 2012 the number increased to 120. There is 
a core team of 10 writers from different townships who 
are undergoing intermediate training. Khanya will be 
forming FAJ chapters in different townships.

For more information about the FAJ please contact 
Greddah Makwana on 011-3369190 or go to our 
website: http://www.jozibookfair.org.za/content/forum-
activist-journalists
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Tsohang Batjha Rising
By Maria van Driel

Last year the Tsohang Batjha newsletter for teenagers 
was launched at the 2011 JBF, together with the JBF 

Guest of the Book Fair, Ellen Aku. Aku also ran writing 
workshops especially for the teenagers that encouraged 
them to write. The teenagers were also active participants 
in the debate on social media at one of the JBF roundtables. 

The newsletter is written by teenagers for teenagers and 
deals with a wide range of issues that affect teenagers. 
The approach that Khanya has taken to our work with 
young people is that we need to be open and honest 
so that we build trust and integrity across different 
generations. The work with teenagers forms part of our 
social justice work.

Tsohang Batjha (TB) arose organically out of the study 
groups that Khanya College ran in various townships in 
Gauteng. We now have 32 teenagers organised in study 
groups in Braamfischer, Phiri, Bophelong and Tembisa. 
The study groups form part of Khanya’s commitment to 
actively build a literacy culture. Initially we focused on 
working with girls but the response from young teenage 
boys made us realise that we need to organise them into 
study groups as well. 

Young people experience many difficulties in accessing 
books and this is one of the challenges for Khanya. 
Often there are no libraries at schools or in the townships 
in which they live, and where libraries do exists they 
are closed on Saturday afternoons and Sundays when 
teenagers have the time to read. At the moment Khanya 
works with 83 libraries in Gauteng, and while staff 
are keen about their work, they lack resources from 
government. 

The teenagers form part of Khanya’s Forum of Activist 
Journalists (FAJ) and participate in all its activities, 
including its writing workshops. This year two more 
editions of TB were produced. The teenagers write 
regularly and in between print editions of TB, their 
articles will be placed on the Khanya website.

Who is Paulo Freire? 

By Elizabeth Maqhubu

Paulo Freire was born in 1921. He was a Brazilian 
educationalist whose major concern was for the 

oppressed. His work on Pedagogy of the Oppressed 
is currently one of the most quoted educational texts 
(especially in Latin America, Africa and Asia). Freire was 
concerned that society, in its classification systems can 
instil negative  impressions on the oppressed. Therefore, 
learners needed to develop a critically conscious way 
of thinking and not remain silent while feeling or being 
oppressed.

There are five major aspects that arose from his work 
that remain significant for the world of literacy. 
They are:
 1)The power of dialogue and how important it   
 is to be respectful when making points, in order   
 not to affect anyone;

 2)Praxis or action that is informed and    
 linked to certain value systems;

 3)Building hope for the poor and giving them a   
 voice;

 4)Making education a reality and using the lived   
 experience; and

 5)Developing critical consciousness  

Freire died in 1997. 

ADVICE COLUMN

Dear Kgaitsedi

I’m a girl of  17 named Dikeledi. I live with 
my grandparents and my younger brother. I 
have been keeping a terrible secret. I missed 
my period for a few weeks. I think that I am 
pregnant. Two days back I decided to tell my 
boyfriend but he said that the baby is not his and 
if I am pregnant that it is better to get rid of the 
baby because I don’t know who is the father of 
the baby. 

I want to keep the baby and I don’t want to loose 
my boyfriend too, I really love him. What can 
I do to solve this problem of mine? Please!!! 
Please!!! please help me.

By: Success Joy Maphunya.

Dear Success

My sister, this is not an easy problem to just give 
advice on. It is good that you have decided to talk 
about it and not keep it a secret. Can you speak to 
your grandmother, or do you have an aunt or friend 
whom you can talk to so that you don’t deal with 
this problem alone?  The first thing is to find out if 
you are pregnant. My advice is that you go to the 
local clinic for a pregnancy test but don’t go alone, 
take someone with you whom to support you.

Once you know whether you are pregnant it is 
important to speak to a counsellor or someone who 
is trained to assist you so that you decide what 
is best for you. Many people will try to influence 
your decision, so be strong. Please check out local 
organisations or services who may assist you with 
counselling. If you need assistance with counselling 
please call Juliet Kabe at Khanya College on 011-
3369190.

Kgaetsedi

MOTHER, A WOMAN, A HEROINE

Mother, I define mine as a hero, a rock that has always 
been there for me since I was a baby and who has 
natured me into the young lady that I am today. A good 
mother will burst into tears behind a child’s achievement 
and will support and rectify the child’s mistakes and 
inequalities. A good mother won’t mind blistering her 
fingers to make sure her child has food, clothes and a 
shelter. Her flesh will be torn and blood spilt, but still 
she would strive for a sense of freedom and pride for 
her child.

As a mother, a woman and a heroine, stand up for 
for the rights of your children. Do not let your child be 
victimised through physical or emotional violence. 

By: Queen Kekae
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LIFE AT THE WORKERS MUSEUM

Early this year, in February, Tsohang Batjha visited the 
Workers Museum in Newtown. The Workers Museum is 
a place where male black migrant (people from different 
part of South Africa) workers lived after finding a job 
with the municipality.  Black people were forced to work 
in Johannesburg and the mines surrounding the city.

This place was used by white people to control blacks. 
Black people lived in what is now the museum and 
were paid very little money for the work they did. They 
were not allowed to live there without the permission of 
the managers. If they did not obey the rules they were 
locked in the small room for the night without water or 
food, with only a bucket in case nature called.

The beds were made up of concrete bunks and there 
was no privacy in the room but many rules. Some of 
the rules forbid Africans to vomit and to have their own 
room lights switched on after the “lights out”. 

If some of the workers disobeyed rules of the compound 
they could also be chained to a tree for the whole night. 
The workers museum is now an important heritage 
site where the youth can be taught about the history of 
black people and migrant labour. 

By: Victor Mokwape.

Announcements

A facebook page has been opened for the 
Tsohang Batjha teenagers. Go to facebook and 
search for “Tsohang Batjha!” and just like it. 
You can start posting issues happening around 
your communities. We look forward to hear 
more from you. 
A Khanya College facebook page is also up 
now. Teens please like the page and get to 
share with us your stories.
The annual Khanya College Winter School is 
coming up soon from 28 July to 5 August. The 
programme will be announced in due course. 
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Eight Days in September, by 
Frank Chikane
 By Oupa Lehulere

In his book Chikane, is presented 
as “one of the few who had a 

front-row seat to the unfolding 
drama” of Thabo Mbeki’s 
removal from power. Mbeki’s 
unseating in September 2008 
(also the date of the collapse of 
neoliberal capitalism!) after defeat 
in Polokwane was an important 
event in the new democracy, and 
in the evolution of the ANC. 

After two years of silence sadly the book was a big 
disappointment. Firstly, all the materials that would 
reveal the behind-the-scenes drama remained 
‘classified’. Chikane indicates that he needs to protect 
his source’s ‘careers’ and there is almost no information 
that was not in the newspapers before, during or after 
the unseating. 

We now hoped that Chikane would make up for his 
lack of ‘breaking news’ in the analysis of the events. 
Again,disappointment! Except for a half hearted attempt 
at an analysis of the implications of the unseating for the 
constitution, there is no analysis of the social forces at 
play. However, there is an attempt at conspiracy theory 
implicating international forces that cannot be named, 
and in the end there is denial that this development tells 
us anything about the character of the ANC. 

The book shows the sense of paralysis of the Mbeki 
group in the face of the victory of the petty-bourgeoisie 
within the ANC. Like all ruling groups who have reached 
the end of the road, all the Mbeki group could do was 
to ‘play with clocks’ in the manner of France’s Louis the 
16th.

The Executor
By Greddah Makwana

The Executor is written byJesse Kellerman. The book 
highlights the life of a young boy, Joseph Geist, who 

grew up in an unhappy family. Joseph lost his brother 
in a tragic accident and these memories haunt him. He 
develops a rage towards his father, who had a fight with 
his brother the night prior to the  accident. 

The book introduces Joseph Geist as a philosopher 
and Harvard graduate, inspired by Friedrich Wilhelm 
Nietzsche, the German philosopher. The book outlines 
how an advertisement for a conversationalist abruptly 
changed his life for the worst. Joseph’s life changed 
completely after meeting Alma Spielmann who pays 
him to spend a few hours a day with her. This affected 
Joseph’s life badly. Joseph’s life started from humble 
beginnings to becoming a high-achiever, although his 
ending was not a good one.

The target readers of this book could be people 
interested in thrillers. Although the ending is not well 
balanced, the book, however, is interesting to read.

Jesse Kellerman is a 34-year-old author, born and bred 
in Los Angeles. He recently received the Princess Grace 
Award as the most promising young playwright. 

BOOK REVIEWS


